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Nehru:

A Historian

K.R.Sankaran

I iy BY Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru an unparalleled,

unrivalled and matchless intellectual
politician of the Modern world. His books witness
his ever expanding horizon of his knowledge
on different domains like philosophy, history,
science, literature, archaeology, language, art,
aesthetics and Marxism.

Nehru's vision on history is remarkable that
he seemed to be a trained historian as he started
a study of history from the pre-historic time to
twentieth century. He impeccably understood
the nuances of historical traits. None of his
contemporary politicians at the global level had
such survey of the social history of the world
which any one could believe that it is a prelude
to his understanding of the public mood of local
community and world mass. In turn, it would
have greatly helped him to execute his plan easy
in NAM and UNO.
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Though he was western educated he :

leaned towards the east especially the Buddhist * India and China

: * TheIdeology of the Empire, the new caste

s I . : * Indian Social Structure. Importance of the
His interest in history ranged from classic :

Greek society to Indian indigenous ethnic groups;

Greek Aristotle to Bengali Rabindranath Tagore. : it seemed that he attempted to trace out the

His aesthetic sense is similar to a Kaleidoscopic ! historical connection between India and other

view. In writing history he realised the significance : geographical territories with which India had

of time and the importance of the sources. He trade relationship. He carefully enlisted the

wrote the book at the time when the historical : {1aded jtems also. Studying the strong evidence,

research methodology was in nascent state. But he said South East Asian countries owed much

he felt the inevitability of the place of time in : {5 ndiain different respects viz., culture, religion

history. He emphasised the significance of TIME and literature.

in history as saying “present is the continuation :
of past which will be into the future. He further : . . e

g " whichw 41 11 y h'u h : Indian nuances Nehru identified the strength
sald we Were immersec th past from which we : and weakness of it by which he took interest
: of knowing the stance of India amidst other

Some striking topics in his books are as

philosophy.

came out”.

following:

* The Panorama of Indian past
* The Indus Valley Civilization
* The Coming of the Aryans

*  What is Hinduism

¢ India and Iran

’

¢ India and Greece

Group etc.
From the contents of some of the topics

In order to distinguish the uniqueness of

countries.

Strength Weakness
Harmony Lack of techniques
Vigour of Language [ Irrationalism
Old race Sluggish
Mixture of many races | Rigidity and Stagnation
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The above stated comparative table might :
have inspired Nehru to work for socialism :

and secularism and he worked for it until his Henri Maine followed by Karl Marx, Nehru

demise.

Nehru’s view on Indian village and society

Studying the view of Indian society by

endorsed the thesis that Indian villages are

To trace out the uniqueness of India, he :

cultural traits among the Asian civilizations.
For instance, he coined a new phrase “common
painted pottery civilization” among the Asian :
: distance Aryans from the rest. And he accepted

civilizations lying from Egypt to China.

and they drove them towards South India.

Nehru’s Note on Marxism

locally dominated republic units which endured

fixed the chronology of the world history when over the centuries rulers came and went.

running into 17 pages. This chronological table This dogma and the ideologies of Karl Marx

explains the historical trends over the centuries. : and Frederick Angles strongly influenced him.

It is a ready-reckoner for history student. : Nehru said, their thesis on social development

Though he tried to identify the uniqueness : 1S Tight. He further said, Lenin appropriately

of India, he visualised to see the common applied Marx’s theory.

But, relating to caste, his view is that
neither Aryans nor Dravidians created the caste
system. According to him, it was created to

. o : the mixing of the two races. Further he said,
Relating to Indus Valley civilization, he : . ; . 1
. o : Indians mixed not only with Aryans, Dravidians,
said the Aryans found the civilised and cultured : . o . .

: Turanians, Semitic, and Mangolian but also with

Dravidians already established in the country : migrants such as Medians, Greeks, Iranians

Shakas, Scythians, Kushans, Turks and Turco-
: Mangola.

He made a meticulous note on Marxism :

Marx’s survey of past history. Marx’s blue :
print of base and the super structure of society :

advancing society.

This kind of perception guided Nehru
to discover India against the backdrop of the :

world history.

In treating the world history his work
running into 1335 pages with 198 topics in :
addition 50 maps.

As he had an inbuilt attitude of historian

in 1933 when even the trained historians in : With varied interest, he enlisted the names

Indian sub-continent did not apply Marxian : of Greek philosophers from Antiochus to

theory of historical materialism to understand : modern German philosopher Nietszsche and

history. He wrote “it is not easy subject for me : Mathematician Pythagoras to philosopher

to write” about Marxism. He delineated a few : Buddha. As a man of scientific temper he

leading traits of Marxism. He aptly identified : enlisted the names of ancient Indian scholars

the appropriate phrases of Marxian ideological like Aryabhat.a, Asvaghosa a.nd Baskara. He
nuances “Means of Production and Means noted the merit of ancient Indian Grammarian
of Distribution”. He classed Marx a scientist : Panini and a modgrn linguist Bloomflleld.. He
and he said Marxism is a wav of interpreting : brought to our notice the medieval historians
history, politics, economics );mman lir;e an(gi : Kalhana, Al-biruni and Ibn-Batuta. He notified
humazl dosions ’He seeme dlto Appreciate the the philosophers Patanjali and Chaitanya of

gns- pp ¢ India and Confucius of China.

The classical languages Nehru categorised

greatly fascinated Nehru. He viewed Marxian . are: Sanskrit, Pali, Arabic and Persian. Under the

Ideology the “materialist conception of history” classification of modern languages he put Hindji,

and found in him a view of understanding and Urdu, Bengali, Gujarati, Telugu and Sindhi.

It is drafted in the commemoration of
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru’s Birthday
being celebrated as Children’s Day (14-11-2023).

Guest Professor, Department of Maritime
History and Marine Archaeology, Tamil
University, Thanjavur-613010
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