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Contribution of

|*~—| Article

Noboru Karashima
to South Indian Historiography

[Commemorative article]

Dr.K.R.Sankaran

By, QF@pafuiesr

French missionary (Abois Dubois) in order

to understand the social traits of Indians,
attempted at writing a book about Indian
society from the anthropological point of view.
His objective was to know the psychology,
customs and conventions of Indians. Robert
Caldwell contributed not only to philological
studies; he registered and researched some
cultural aspects of Dravidian society also. In
the meantime, British administrative scholars
tried to justify their governance in Indian
subcontinent. At the same time, Karl Marx
started studying Indian history and society
from the economical point of view.
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In the context of freedom struggle that :

was going on at the beginning of 20th century Ur, Nadu, Valanadu, Saba and Nagaram. This

in north, Indian history was viewed with racial :
pride. But, in south, K.V.Subrahmanya Ayyer :
and S.Krishnaswami Ayangar in 1917 and
1918 respectively published their books from :
the cultural points of view. Subsequently,
many scholars in their works highlighted the :
importance of ancient polity of India on par
with Europe. Meanwhile, through ethnic study :
Dravidian ideology was focused; through
language Tamil polity was highlighted. Some :

scholars against the backdrop of dynastic rule by Y.Subbarayalu. Scholars like Kenneth R.Hall,

researched Indian political ideology. In this :
: Cholas from different angles in 1980s. In the same
R.Sathiyanathaier, V.R.Ramachandra Dikshitar
Of them, K.A.Nilakanta Sastri :
promoted nationalist ideas when he was working
: on South India came paramount. It was greatly
Indian Historiography, a tradition from which
Noboru Karashima came. But, his method of :
research is different from the pioneer historians
who generally focused in narration the political :
to 1800 was published. This presentation is an
Though laying an undisputable chronological :
foundation, they did not apply sociological and

Generally, academic Versatility on Languages

historians in Tamil Nadu seem to have aversion :

on Marxian ideology to be used as a tool in
and English and his cognition of deciphering

: south Indian inscriptions enabled him to take up

D.D.Kosambi was the first to apply the idea : the research projects with scholars from India and

of dialectical materialism to study historical : SriLanka. He translated Chinese sources to study

He found on the one hand and utilized the British museum

the correlation between mode of production : records on the other hand. Lucid presentation

and historical discourse. Following this line, ! in English made him a successful researcher.

R.S.Sharma teased out the features of feudalism in : Simple presentation of analysed factors taken

India. In the same way, Irfan Habiband D.N.Jha : . inscriptional sources gave him the

brought to light the importance of agrarian : .5~ He emphasized a view that knowledge

history. His contemporaries from Tamil Nadu : , jifferent languages is essential to study the

N.Subrahmanian, K.K.Pillai and A.Krishnasami ' medieval history of south India. Regarding to it,

Pillai published their research works. But, they his discussion on Velarpuram is the best example.

did not apply dialectical materialism in research. :

K Kailasapathy and A.Singaravelu started a new Primary sources

line, came K.A.Nilakanta Sastri, R.Gopalan,
and others.

in different universities. He set a base for South

achievements of the dynasties and the rulers.

anthropological ideas.

research, though it is widely under discussion.

trends that took place in India.

way of approach in studying Tamil society.

the functions of administrative institutions like

work much influenced the scholars like Burton
Stein, Kesavan Veluthat and others. Until 1980
when Peasant State and Society in Medieval
South India published by Burton Stein, no critical
account of South Indian History came out. It
made a great fillip to start the research on South
India. A good number of scholars came critical of
this work. In a special issue of Studies in History
his theory was criticized based on empirical data.
This issue brought out an article The Chola State

George W.Spencer and P.Shanmugam studied the
decade N.Sethuraman applied mathematical
calculation to fix the regnal years of the Kings of
Chola and Pandya dynasties. In 1980’s research
encouraged by archaeologists, epigraphists
and historians. In this context, in 1984 Noboru
Karashima’s book South Indian History and
Society: Studies from the Inscriptions AD.800
appraisal of his research contributed to south

India, highlighting few points.

His proficiency on Japanese, Chinese, Tamil

Noboru Karashmina underwent training

Political Geography of the Chola Country of estampaging, deciphering and interpreting

published in 1973 has been a trend setting work to : south Indian inscriptions. He collected pieces of

understand South Indian History. Itisnot theory : Chinese ceramics from different places in south

oriented work. But, itis standard work revealing * India and used them as primary data for studying

By, GO @heiufesr
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A CONCISE HISTORY OF

SOUTH INDIA

~ ISSUES AND INTERPRETATIONS

lan Society
in Transition

trans-oceanic trade network during the medieval period
of south-east Asian countries. He constituted a scholarly
team and conducted field survey in south India, Sri Lanka,
Burma, Thailand and Vietnem and other countries. He
collected data even through a photograph of an inscription
preserved in Buddhist monastery in Vietnam. He classified
unearthed Chinese porcelains from south India from the
point of Kilns. Marcopolo’s travel accounts, inscriptional
studies and field survey helped his comparison to identify
the porcelains from China and Thailand belonging to 13-
14th centuries. The unique feature of these porcelains is
that they have the pictures up to the shoulders. He said
porcelains in blue and white colours belong to 14th century.
He found such type of porcelains in Periyapattinam in
Tamil Nadu. Along with them, he collected the coins
of the Cholas and Pandyas. It was the port-town where
Arabyan horses were uploaded from ships from Persia.
So, Madurai Sultan made it an international trade centre.
Naboru Karashima said that because of logistic location,
Periyapattinam became a paramount trade centre under
the Sultan of Madurai. It shows the historical continuum
of this place. He studied the cartographical map of this
place in Office Library and Revenue Record, London.

Study Area

Allur and Isanamangalam are the non-Brahmin and
Brahmin settlements respectively forming the nucleus of
his study areas from where he expanded the arena of his
research. Against the backdrop of landholding society
under the Cholas, he studied social and political trends. In
his combined study with other Asian scholars, he studied
south-east Asian trade network in medieval history of
south India.

By, OF@haiufesr

Research Team

In the beginning, he started his
work individually and continued
his research with archaeologists
and epigraphists. Subsequently,
he constituted a team comprised of
scholars from Japan, India and Sri
Lanka. Though he did not include
in his team American, his felicitation
volume contains article from scholars
from America.

Comparative study

Comparing the sources culled
out from the evidences in different
data led him to reach fine truth.
Analysis of Chinese manuscript
led him to compare Ibn-Baduta’s
accounts in locating a historical place
called Periyapattinam.

Ideology

Ideologically, he started the
interpretation of data with the
application of Marxian theory. Karl
Marx heavily depending on the
official records of revenue documents
drafted by British officials arrived
at some conclusions. His views on
communal land holding, self-sufficient
village and little-republic of Indian
villages, role of state in irrigation
affair are the prominent points. But,
Noboru Karashima found the data
countering the above said points.
He delineated two main points from
the evidences: private landholding
existed in Brahmin settlements;
existence of inter-depending villages.
His statistical analysis of the different
components of villages described
in the inscriptions support this
view. It is further supported by
epigraphical pharses udaruppona-
vaykkal, ivvurnilattai-udaruttup-
puravurkaluku-nirpayappona-
vaykkal.
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State

scholars to take up State as research subject.

evidences en mass.

theocratic state also was rejected by him.

and their academic followers.

structure.

Periodisation

have a clear understanding of historical trends.

. furthered it thematically. Another striking point

In1970s a team of scholars from all over the is that he started his research from micro-level to

world held a symposium on state. The presented macro-level.

papers in that meeting were published in book. :
The objective of this gathering was to frame the :
different model of states representing varied
geographical features. It drew the attention of :
He offered apt and acceptable answers when he

South Indian historians generally followed : was asked about the method of statistical analysis.

linear theory to study history. It exposes stereo : He felt the sorry about the authors who utilized

type research. They did not identify historical only travelers’ accounts in studying Nayak

trends spatially and temporally. Contrarily, : systemin south India. In his analytical way, first

Noboru Karashima in researching Chola society he identified authentic epigraphical report, out of

followed the method of sub-periodisation so as : which he picked out select inscriptions. In next

to understand the social and cultural changes. step, he analysed in detail the epigraphs directly
Another trait in his method is using inscriptional : relating to the chosen topic.

In analyzing segmentary Relook

theory and Oriental Despotism discussed by

Burton Stein and Kathleen Gough Noboru . ultimate truth. But, every time he updated data

Karashima rejected both of them strongly with : _ , ditionally. In this way, he refuted Burton

inscriptional evidences. Burton Stein’s idea of ! Stein’s idea of segmentary theory. He said

ritual sovereignty could not be applied to all four : without checking empirical data Burton Stein

sub-periods of the Chola polity and it was refuted followed A.Krishanasamy Pillai in enumerationg

by him. The epigraphical terms puravu-vari, : the list of Nayaks. He said it misled the scholars.

puravu-vari-tinaikkalam vouchsafe the existence But he with the help of YS and PS collected

of bureaucracy under the Cholas. The idea of more than 1800 Chola inscriptions, out of them
: selected 1200. Form them he picked out 568

He worried about scholarly mediocrity in
understanding the concept of Indian feudalism :
put forwarded by movement oriented scholars
: Karnataka regions. Thus, he collected evidences

His research is always reviewing and : from the inscriptions in different languages.

revising his own work whereby the horizon of :
his knowledge got expanded. Thus, his M.Litt.,
dissertation evolved into his book South Indian : of his book in 1980. He said Burton Stein in his
History and Society: Studies from the Inscriptions
from AD 850-1800. It developed his research :
how landholding affected the formation of state
: of understanding the role of Nayaks in local

. administration.

The conclusions that he drew from micro-
study virtually led to macro-region viewing
through how landholding and communal
exercises caused the changes in medieval society.

Many of his works are seminal to reach

reliable and authentic inscriptions from which he
identified 1230 personal names. These evidences
are collected from Tamil Nadu, Andhra and

He pointed out that Burton Stein modified the
segmentary theory 11 years after the publication

tone modified the versions of Henri Maine and
Karl Marx. Further, he said that his views are
confusing. He exposed Burton Stein’s inability

Pioneer historians studied history taking : Changing and Unchanging society

centuries together as a single unit. But, he divided :
the Chola period into four sub-periods so as to :
: traits. Under the Vijayanagara rule kani right
This method of periodisation was to some extend
set by K.A.Nilakanta Sastri. Noboru Karashima :

Tamil society through the ages has been
changing some features and retaining unchanging

holders the Brahmin and Vellalars exploited
craftsmen communities which began to bear the

By, GO @heiufesr
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same treatment by other newly arrived groups
like Reddi, Chetti and Kaikkolar.

Burton Stein on Natttar.

people from three different degrees.
Historical trends

Historically, society always changes. It is of

materialism. Here, the driving force is anideology

emphasized in Noboru Karashima’s works.

was the period of traders. Unearthed Chinese

Kaikkolars are available in the inscriptions.

Initially under the Cholas, communal
landholding was widespread, its mainspring was :

: 40th anniversary of the book South Indian History

agricultural settlement called ur. Those who held : and Society : Studies from the Inscriptions AD 800

honorary titles, mc.)stly mu-vendavelan, fromsuch : |, "0, by Prof Noboru Karashima.
settlements constituted nadu setup. Generally, :
these title holders became bureaucrats, land :
surveyors and others. In the declining phase of
the Cholas, ratio of private landholding increased :
in Brahmin settlements. It is markedly a social
change. With declining phase of Cholas from :

1250 to 1400 AD people had to face many hurdles. :

By, OF@haiufesr

: The repeatedly waged wars among the Pandyas,
Noboru :
Karashima pointed out the wrong notion of :
Under the Cholas, :
Vellalar maintained kinship relations through

landholdings. It continued through Vijayanagara : production was in the hands of peasants.

rule also. Under their rule, newly emerged : Primarily during 14-15th centuries Pradhanai,

landholders had ally with existing landholding : \, o 50 2 oo danayaka and other

communities. This social change had to happen : royal officials of Vijayanagara state governed.

. 1 Ath . :
during 13-14™ centuries. It meant there was : Mahamandaleswara of 15 century could be

change in landholding group but exploitation : compared to feudal lords of Japan and Europe

of surplus production continued. Inscriptions : and they were in Kavery delta from 15" century

from Vijayanagara period speak of nattavar from : onwards holding the power independently. Some

different castes. So, state structure of Cholas was  of them from 16" century onwards became semi-

apparently different from that of Vijayanagara * feudal

state wherein political arena of king was at the :
top. But the nayaks, exercised the power at the :
different level; nattavar were at the lower level. the fourth quarter of 15" century and they
So, the three tier power structure exploited the : Were legitimized by the Vijayanagara rulers
: as evidently written by Nuniz and Peas. This
legitimacy is explained by the inscriptional
: phrases kariyaththukku katavarana, kariyattukku
: karttavana. Nayaks in case of granting lands

nothing but historical materialism or dialectical

Cholas, Hoysalas and Kakatiyas and the invasion
of Delhi Sultanate, intrusion of Vijayanagar rulers
worst affected the peasants.

Under the Vijayanagar state, agricultural

In fact, Nayak system began to start from

and donating taxes to temples on the merit of the

: kings, did not seek the permission of the latter
being exercised through institution. It may be :
the state machinery or temple. It is exquisitely :

and they had close association with temples.
Nayaks and temples mutually earned the gains.

Accutappa nayak got earned the position of

He identified the centuries characteristically. guarding the treasury of a temple.

He said the history of Tamil Nadu in 11" century :
had the mark of warrior phenomenon; 13" century :

In history, social change vouchsafes the
nature of time. There are both internal and external

causes for changes in particular ecological/
porcelains from different places in south India :
belong to this period. This period worst affected
the craftsmen groups. In 13" century enormous :
number of references relating to Kammalars and :

geographical zones. Generally, agriculture made
internal changes; trade would made external
changes. These two aspects are established in
Noboru Karashima’s works.

It is drafted in the commemoration of the

Guest Professor, Department of Maritime
History and Marine Archaeology, Tamil
University, Thanjavur-613010
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