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deals such as “the world as one family” and “unity

in diversity” are long cherished in the Indian cultural
imagination, echoing a universal sense of togetherness.
Anees Salim, the winner of the Sahitya Akademi Award,
upholds this inclusive legacy by encouraging readers to
foster reciprocal cultural appreciation. The Odd Book of Baby
Names revolves around the lives of lawful and unlawful heirs
of a comatose monarch.

The following analysis explores how The 0dd Book of
Baby Names functions as a literary third space, where lived
and imagined spaces converge, and cultural dialogue shapes
both narrative structure and character identity.

Bhabha's Unhomeliness and Psychological Doubling

In The Location of Culture, Bhabha points out the
relevance of literature in understanding the voices of
the culturally displaced and psychologically ambivalent
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identities of those who are devoid of a sense
of homeliness. He reiterates:

The study of world literature might be the : . . . .
] ) .+ derailments, leading to recurring episodes

study of the way in which cultures recognise : . : \ .
) T : of near deaths. Since his mother’s passing,

themselves through their projections of : . .
' . : Moazzam has become irrevocably alcoholic
otherness' . . . Perhaps we can now suggest : . . .
, R ) : and developed trust issues, which worsen his

that transnational histories of migrants, the : : . . - .
lonized litical ref th bord : relationships with remaining family members,
colonize ! or pol ‘|(?a retugees ese or‘er : including his half-brother and the king. He
and frontier conditions — may be the terrains : . . . .
) : despises loneliness but ironically lives as a

of world literature. The centre of such a study : . . . —
: loner, owing to his drug-induced hallucinations.

: for being a love child. Despite the residential
. disparities, both Moazzam and Humera often
: undergo existential crises and emotional

would . . . focus on those 'freak social and : . .
: Heyearns for a sister as his sibling instead of a

cultu‘ral dlsplacement§ Ithat Morrllso'n and . brother, thinking that she would have helped him
Gordimer represent in their 'unhomely' fictions .. : . . L
_ , . : overcome drug abuse. He imagines a sister’s

. If we are seeking a 'worlding' of literature, then : . . ,
T o : presence beside him—as his moral compass—
perhaps it lies in a critical act that attempts to : . ) . -
the sleiaht of hand with which literat : would have made him realise his familial

rasp the sle of han ch literature : : .
9 .p ) '9 S W _W_' '. u : belonging (28). Devoid of anyone around the
conjures with historical specificity, using the : .
_ i ) ¢ palace as trustworthy, Moazzam navigates
medium of psychic uncertainty, aesthetic : . . - .
) ) , ¢ psychogeographic terrains by splitting himself
distancing, or the obscure signs of the spirit- : . . L .
_ o : and addressing his reflection in the mirror as

world, the sublime and the subliminal. As : .
: his trusted partner (35).

literary creatures and political animals we ought :
to concern ourselves with the understanding of
since she is haunted by the historicity of her
unacclaimed royal inheritance. She often bids
farewell to her unhomely home to sit by the
. deserted corner in the promenade—a spot which

human action and the social world as a moment
when something is beyond control, but it is not
beyond accommodation. (Bhabha 12)

Arevisionist reading of Bhabha's analysis of : . . .
_ T _ : sherefers to as her “private little paradise” and
Morrison and Gordimer’s literary representations : , . . . ”
) i ‘ : “personal suicide point (Salim 84). " There, she

of the “unhomely (12)” helps navigate the : - : o
i : contemplates killing herself by jumping into

unhomely narratives of Moazzam and Humera : . , .
: the lake, leaving her father’s former kingdom

in Salim’s novel. While Bhabha's reference to : . . .
: as the sole witness. Her ritualistic rehearsal

the unhomelyallg'Jr?s Wlth thellberatlf)n struggle : of the suicidal episode shows the extent to
of the coloured citizens in South Africa, Salim’s : C I . ,

I h hological liberation of : whichillegitimacy instigates disavowal of one’s
novettocuses onthe psychologicatiiberation o : belonging. Humera often returns back to her

displaced individuals.

Humera feels alienated within her house

: home, where she feels every inanimate object,

Moazzam isolates himself from others
in the palace, often spending his time alone
by retreating into the liminal space of his
bathroom. On the contrary, Humera lives with
her mother in a seemingly gothic house—distant
from the palace but monitored by the king—

including the mirror, furniture, and stairwell,
ridicule her cowardice (151). Once, when
Humera's depression exceeded her age group,
the king arranged for a psychologist to treat
her, and she began responding positively to the
sessions. However, when the doctor stopped

digaufl 2026
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visiting, she began to roleplay as both the doctor :
and the patient, actively exchanging thoughts
about life and its complexities (30). Eventually,
she finds companionship with a young man
named Shahbaz, and together they begin to
develop a strong sense of belonging to each
other. They quickly bonded over their similar :
life experiences while spending time in her
once-personal "suicide spot" (84). Humera gets
devastated when Shahabaz introduces himself
as one of the king's illegitimate children. She :
experiences a new pang of genealogical horror,
thinking that they might have had an incestuous

relationship, had they proceeded without
realising their shared lineage. She succumbs
to the “banalities of life” that intervene in the
everyday reality of one's life, including “where
one can sit” and “whom one can love” (Bhabha
15), and kills herself. Humera’s relation with
Shahbaz was a brief experience of imagined
kinship, later shattered by the spectral presence
of incestuous anxiety.

Mediating Liminal Voices

Zuhab evolves as a juvenile castaway—a
third space orphan—whose identity forms in the
residue of cultural exile and marginal existence.

Anees Salim

by eating the “cursed apple” would perish
(Salim 26-27). He shares another instance of
mythmaking related to his village’s flora and
: fauna while disregarding rational thinking.
Furthermore, he retorts, expressing his desire
to avoid mockery of his cultural background.
Upon sighting a lemon tree drying off, he
dreads one of his kin's imminent death since
his mother taught him to believe that way (97).
Zuhab's intimate and rhythmic narration mimics
traditional oral storytelling. His unpunctuated
and fragmented renderings create a raw
narrative style, demanding immersive reader
engagement. By addressing the listener as a

palace. Even though his birth went unnoticed,

an apple—bore by the tree that grew from the
half-bitten apple tossed by the king—invited
everyone’s attention. The apple became a
topic of cultural dialogue among the elderly,
who infused it with superstitious beliefs;
consequently, the villagers followed their advice
not to pluck it from the tree. A crossover of

L9 igeuf) 2026

, : brother, he pleads for active listening. It implies
Zuhab was born as a result of a one-night : ) o . o
. . - : ayearning for validation, confessional intimacy,
stand arranged by the village pimp for the king :
S . . < and cultural exchange.
when his private train broke down en route to his :

Apart from the hybridity in his narrative

style, Zuhab's identity also remains hybrid and
liminal. He works a menial job at Wali Miya's
: bakery, washing dishes in exchange for free
snacks. However, he eventually recognises his
unintentional enslavement to the urban labour
force when a fakir enlightens him about his
deplorable condition.

mythmaking and distorted ideologies within the
rural landscapes is evident in Zuhab's dialogue :

‘You are guarding Wali Miya's secret

when he says that anyone who broke the norm : treasure and you don't have even a paisa

: on you. You are nothing but his two-legged
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dog. ... The day the fakir called me Wali Miya's
dog | started feeling like a dog the tongue
hanging out panting . . . When | heard a sound

the thief away, yes. | became a man and a dog
together, brother. (Salim 147, 169)

and exploitation.

dying king and cherishes his job as a palace

nurse, a job that allows him to be in the vicinity : Works C lted
: Works Consulte

: one's expression of brotherhood never extended
to the laymen’s rows (78-79). This suggests
people’s internalisation of class segregation
| sat up like a dog ready to bark attack chase
symbolically positioning each one accordingly.

and its reflection in their social practices,

Conclusion
This passage encapsulates the power
dynamics of the urban labour space, as Wali :

Moazzam and Humera share the narrative

. . .. ...+ of culturally victimised specimens who are
Miya's bakery becomes a site of both hospitality : y P

: devoid of a sense of belonging even within
: domestic spheres. In contrast, Zuhab and Hyder

Hyder is another character who concocts
a liminal identity in the novel. He attends to the
: society.

of his royal father. He assumes that he was :

« Bhabha, Homi K. The Location of Culture.
(9), since watching a man in a coma demanded :

doing a “watchman’s job in the guise of a nurse”

no physical labour. His liminal position as :

a bystander makes him insignificant in the * Salim, Anees. The Odd Book of Baby

eyes of privileged residents in the palace. He

comments on the liminality of his designation,

represent marginal, hybrid identities, positioned
in the in-between spaces of arigidly hierarchical

Routledge, 1994.

Names. Penguin Random House, 2021.

: « Sims, R. L. “Dominant, Residual, and
“Caretakers were as faceless as sticks of
furniture in the palace, probably even more
so (Salim 80). " Hyder seeks belonging and
acknowledgement in a society where one's
vicinity is validated only on the grounds of :

ideal for experiencing an indiscriminate sense :
of inclusion. He prefers going to mosque to

perform namaz, as he looks forward to seeing

digaufl 2026

Emergent: Recent Criticism on Colombian
Literature and Gabriel Garcia Marquez.”
Latin American Research Review, 1994,
pp. 223-235.

wealth and power. He finds worship centres * http://dx.doi.org/10.7575/aiac.

ijalel.v.4n.6p.166. D0i:10.7575/aiac.
ijalel.v.4n.6p.166

+  Williams, R. Culture and Materialism:
worshippers wholeheartedly trying to keep their :

respective rows straight. Hyder merges himself
with the holy mass, despite however short-lived
the moment of togetherness it offered (77-
78). The excerpt where Hyder delineates how
people are distributed in rows highlights the
inherent class structure of the society he lives :
in. The royal residents occupied the first three
rows, followed by the rich and traders on the
adjacent rows, and the commoners occupy the
final rows. Hyder stresses how the privileged
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