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M‘ﬂk Raj Anand is one among the great : jis peak. He saw the tragic massacre of Jallianwala

novelist in Pre-Independence India. He : Bagh incident and Civil Disobedient Movement.

is an essayist, a short story writer, novelist and : 1o ynderwent rigorous imprisonment for he

critic. Anand was born in 1905 in Peshawar. The : denounced and condemned British tyranny. He

present study of the novel Coolie is based on : hated imperialism and raised voice against it

human relationships among individuals. The : through his writings.
study of relationship of rulers and the ruled is :
another form of the master-servant relationship :

in the novel. The relationship is degrading as it : drawbacks and blemishes. He does not occupy

makes the rulers proud and arrogant and the : the highest place in spite of his outstanding

ruled lose all sense of self-respect and degenerate : achievement and great contribution both in the

: field of novel and short story. His writings have
. : certain backwards which withhold Anand from
Keywords: British rule, sycophants, sufferer, being a sovereign monarch of the kingdom of

: Indian writing in English.

into cringing sycophants.

oppression, subjugation,...... ,

Introduction

novelist in Pre-Independence India. He is an

g FLDLIT 2023

Article

The Portrayal of Human

Relationships in

Mulk Raj Anand’s
Coolie

Dr. Kaliyaperumal R

Anand is a great novelist but not without

Anand, through his novel has tried to connect

Mulk Ra] Anand is one among the great § Munoo with the rest of the world--with the other
: servants in the town of Sham Nagar, with Prem
essayist, a short story writer, novelist and critic. : Babu, the doctor, and with the other children by
Anand was born in 1905 in Peshawar. He had :
witnessed great socio-political upheavals and :

during 1930’s the struggle for independence was at

means of his monkey-dance. He is well aware of
the need of love. He has no feeling of caste but he
thinks of two classes of mankind, capitalist and

B, G @heiufesr
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the poor. Munoo is well aware of this reality and :
realised this truth is suffering. Mathini states that :
“The novelist gives us a harrowing account of the
suffering of Munoo and other coolies in the grain :
market. They are treated as vagabonds and are :
entirely at the mercy of the forces of Capitalism :
represented by the traders. Munoo is not alone,
he is only one out of the countless victims of :
such exploitation” (275). Though he may lose :
his faith in the infinite after seeing the innocent :
man Prabha suffer without any fault of his, but he
never loses faith in this man. His faith in man to :
man relationship in the novel adds to the theme :
of human centrality. He realizes the presence of a
few loving and kind hearted individuals to whom :

he extends his full co-operation.

The novel Coolie is based on human
relationships. The study of relationship of :
rulers and the ruled it is a like master-servant :

relationship. It is degrading as relationship creates :

the rulers egotism and proud and the ruled mislay : Premchand, the Babu’s doctor brother, on the

all sense of self-esteem and degenerate into : other, and with Data Ram the Chaprasi, in full

cringing sycophants. In British Raj, the cop is the : regalia following behind (56).

symbol of British cruelty who beats Munoo as

he works on the railway station as a coolie and : jt's a throne-like chair, he faces the clay image

the English Inspector of police who caned and : of the elephant god, Ganesha, garlanded with a

flogged Prabha for no fault of his. Munoo is a chain of faded flowers and thought it a sinister

slapped by an English man because he has dared : jmage something horrible, one of the heathen

idols which he had been taught to hate in the
: Wesleyan chapel he had attended with his
: mother.” (57)

The unhealthy relationship develop

between the British and Indians because of : Ram's house in connection with winning his

misunderstanding from both sides. The former favour. Mr England disappoints Babu for he

wants to rule over the latter in uncompromising : Jpes not accept his dishes except having a cup

and destructive ways applying on its evil forces : of tea. So, the hope to please the Sahib and get

on them. This unnatural relationship transforms : his recommendation letter prepared by him meet

Indians into cringing and sycophant people : ith sheer disappointment. Munoo, who has all

with no sense of self-respect Sir. Todarmal and : along been in a state of excitement at the arrival

Nathoo Ram cringe and flatter their bosses. This ! of the sahib is asked to fetch tea for him but he

relationship is best understood during the visit : ¢tymbles on the way, and hence the precious

of Mr. England to Nathoo Ram'’s house, the sub- : hina falls to pieces on the floor.

accountant. Anand has very prudently described :

to look at his face. The coolies are being badly ill-
treated and exploited by Jimmie Thomas and he,
therefore, is the cause of degrading relationship.

the whole proceeding of the Sahib's visit:

By, O F@haiufesr

His mistrust is brought to light “as he sinks

Mr. England is invited to tea in Nathoo

The whole episode makes it quite clear

: that British government and its officers are not

The carpets are lifted and dusted, a rag is : jpterested in the matter of Indian's promotion in

passed over the clutter of household goods, and : the services. Anand's conviction comes to light

sackcloth curtains go up in the neighbouring : through the British plunderage the country’s

houses to guard female decorum from the : 7y 3] resources and also degraded the Indians’.

intrusion of foreign eyes. Mr. England arrives : 1o ,ytitude of the British towards the Indian

dressed up for the occasion in a warm navy- people is always unfavorable. It has made the

blue suit, with Nathoo Ram on the one side and
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Indian people sycophants, cringing and a device

of plunderage in the hands of their masters. They :
are crushing people made for degrading the
Indian characters. They have lost their sense of :
: laboratories work still they get abuses and good

Nathoo Ram, Days Ram, Todarmals have : thrashing. They have skeletal bodies which show
been dehumaniz/e d in the s,ervices of British ° their poor condition under white reign. Even the
government and they have lost all sense of : mothers with new born babies are denied their
fellow feeling. The English officials have no : &Nt {0 suckle their babies” (50).

mercy for Munoo and he is abused and beaten :

by the police and ill-treated by Jimmie Thomas, : O one side and the relationship between the poor

the foreman of the factory. On the other hand, ¢ themselves is inhumane on the other side. As it

Premchand, a medical practitioner does not : is an admitted fact that Munoo's parents were

lower before Mr. England. Prem Babu is the the victims of feudal exploitation and Munoo

single character in the novel who alone conducts : himself is ill-treated by his and aunt uncle who

himself with dignity and treats Munoo with : are themselves poor.Working in the house of

love and affection. Cowasjee writes that “Anand : Nathoo Ram, Munoo is abused, humiliated and

censures all such relationships, for they are : beaten also. He is also hurt by the other servants

inhuman, unhealthy and meanly submissive.” in the neighbourhood while working in his service.

(169). Monisha describes “Hindu observes and
maintains her notions of purity. Munoo suffers :
from the notions of purity. Munoo suffers from :
the notions of “pollution” and “touch” like Bakha :
: the hands of his master is no more than what he

Cowasjee employs “Anand is all praises suffers at the hands of fellow workers has down-
for the relationship between two poor people. dOWﬂtroddden aﬁ a hlmselkf), who atre fcapable of
He says that it develops a healthy relationship : c:ue }1’ ?n ca 'Oulsnizz orn out of a savage
between one poor person and the other. It is an : struggle for survival. (168)

admitted fact that Coolie takes us into a world

in which comradeship of man for men exists : Munoo and Harij, the elephant driver also befriends

only among the very poor people. With nothing Munoo. Munoo comes close to Prabha and the

to hope for, their common humanity is all they * latter sympathises with the former. The utter

process. The relationship between Prabha (at : Sense of humanity is a seen in Prabha’s character

heart till a coolie) Munoo and other factory . who takes all care of Munoo. Mohan is the other

employees (as hillmen) is humane. On other end rickshaw puller who befriends Munoo during

of the scale we have Ganpat (the frustrated son of : Sojourn in Simla and he tries his best to help him

a once well-to- do broker), the Todarmals and the : When he falls sick. The friendship between Munoo

police more a symbol of British oppression than : and Ratan grows while they are working in the

of British justice. Theirs is a world of hysteria, : Cotton Mill in Bombay. Ratan helps him and old

one devoid of restraint and self-respect” (168-69). Hari in the hour of misfortunes. Munoo and the

: Ratan’s friendship grows as two Punjabis develop

This is best illustrated when Prabha goes : ipeir friendships. Cowasjee states that,

bankrupt and is beleaguered by creditors. They :

yell, shout abuses, fight among themselves for :
what little might be had from auctioning the : debaqchery make a pleasant change fr(?m the

.2 . ¢ suffering and apathy of the rest of the coolies, but
poverty, and then together fall upon their victim : . .
a5 birds that turn on a wounded member of the he fails to hold our interest and seems out of place
flock to destroved it. The police summoned. in his milieu. Anand has tried to show in him the
Cowasice savs XIn Aﬁan d’spnovels (as indee d : ideal worker who braves his master for what he
in the ]novelys of many socialist writers) the : considers to be his rights; he is also used to show
police appear as merciless corrupt and sadistic. the fo(rln gg)deshlp that prevails among the very
The long hand of the low makes a quick job of : poot:

self-respect and dignity.

though he is not from low caste” (49).
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: justice, and Anand portrays it with a savage

realism” (168). Monisha says “coolies give easily
understandable demonstration of the crushed
humanity throughout the world. They do

The relationship between the poor is humane

Cowasjee says that:

Though Anand’s sympathies are with the
poor, it would be simplification to presume that
all virtue is embodied. What Munoo suffers at

There is a very intimate friendship between

Ratan’s heartiness, courage, strength, and
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Hari’s cottage is blown away by the rains, it :
: understand the limitation between the high and
need and he calls the entire family, over to his :
place. Ratan also saves Hari, Munoo and other

is Ratan who comes to their rescue in his hour of

labourers from the abusing Jimmie Thomas, the
foreman of the Cotton Mill. He argues with him for
the cause of Hari and Munoo and he is therefore
dismissed on the charge of creating trouble in the

between them.

idealise them.

Anand clearly shows that children, in spite
of their comparative innocence feel the prejudices :
done by parents. Shiela, daughter of Nathoo Ram, :
shoves Munoo when he wants to mix with the :
children. She says that he is a worker and he not
play towards Munoo. Therefore, in Sheila’s voice, :
we see her mother’s voice. Sheila does not express :
the love like Catherine who loves Heathcliff, an *

By, O F@haiufesr

orphan boy in her family. Munoo not does not

low so, he is not easily discouraged. The other
boy servants who worked in the neighbourhood

: quarrel with Munoo and beat him. Munoo is the
: leader of the village boys and after him, Jay Singh,
the son of the landlord is his rival for leadership.
: These are some relationships between the children
factory. Thus we meet the poor not only with the : discussed in the novel.
sense of competition between themselves but also :

the greater sense of comradeship and humanity : Conclusion

Through his work Coolie, Anand examines

The friendship between Ratan and Munoo is various types of human relationships and aims to

quite unique. There is no wrong intention in his : see the man freed from societal constructs. He has

heart to misguide him while taking him to the : studied human nature extensively and found that

house of ill-repute. He takes him to the parlour there are two distinct classes in society: oppressors

of a harlot seeking some fun due to being tired : and oppressed. However, these two classes are

of arduous services in the factory. This is the part : bound together by their relationships with one

of his intimacy to visit the red light area. The : another. They have some qualities and some

conditions of their lives solidified the connection : Shortcomings. It is a fact that the British oppress

in a way that was unparalleled, as brotherhood : Indians and it is equally true that the capitalist

was the only recompense for the hardship of : India also oppresses the poor. So, this is human

life in the factory and in the homes where they : nature to rule over the weak. So The central theme

resided, labored and had their being. It is a fact : of Anand's novel is based on the pursuit of equal

that relationship grows between equals- the poor : justice in society, emphasizing the importance of

to the poor, and it is well examined in the novel. human relationships and centrality.
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