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President of Sri Lanka, Gotabaya Rajapaksa's proclaimed readiness to talk to the Tamil
Diasporahas been described by the TGTE as similar to a call from Hitler to talk to the
Jewish Diaspora if hypothetically Hitler had managed to remain in power following the

Holocaust, which meant his genocide of Jews.

What was the now-president-of-Sri-Lanka doing when the civil war 2008-09 was going
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on? He was presiding over the military campaign to eliminate Tamils en masse in the
name of fighting terrorism; commanding the armed forces to kill over 70 thousand
Tamils as conservatively estimated by the UN Internal Audit report; overseeing the de-
liberate and intense shelling and bombing of areas designated by the Government as
“‘No Fire Zones”, where the Tamil civilians had assembled for safety; strangulating the
Tamil people by restricting food and medicine, resulting in large numbers of people dy-

ing from starvation and many of the injured dying of their wounds.

What Gotabaya and his gang of killers did amount towar crimes and crimes against hu-
manity, as per international law. That these crimes constitute genocide can be easily
proved beyond doubt by an independent international process of criminal investigation.

International Truth and Justice Project (ITJP) in February 2017 handed over details to
UN of Sri Lankan Military run "Rape Camps", where Tamil Women are being held as

"Sex Slaves."

According to May 2012 report by the British Foreign and Commonwealth Office on Hu-
man Rights and Democracy; there are up to Ninety thousand (90,000) Tamil War Wid-

ows in the North- East of Sri Lanka.

Thousands of Tamils Disappeared, including Babies and Children. UN Working Group on

Enforced Disappearances stated in 2020 that the Second Highest Number of Enforced

Disappearance cases in the World is From Sri Lanka.

According to independent organizations, Tamil Areas have the Highest Concentration of
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played a leading role in all the episodes cited above.
Without even a semblance of remorse for all the blatant abuses committed under his

command he is now speaking of talks.

On the side-lines of the ongoing UN General Assembly sessions, the UN Secretary-
General met Sri Lanka's President who is reported to have told the Secretary-General
that, "the internal issues of Sri Lanka should be resolved through an internal mechanism
of the country and said the Tamil Diaspora would be invited for discussions in this re-

gard."

It is unthinkable for a victim community to have a discussion of any kind on any topic
with a known genocidal state presided over by a known genocide-criminal.

Beware, there appears to be a concerted and multi-pronged drive from various quarters
in and out of Sri Lanka to thrust some sortofreconciliation down the throats of Tamils
without accountability and justice while going ahead with structural genocide. Gota’s offer

of talks is obviously a part of this scheme.

Accountability is a prerequisite to any kind of political resolution. The Tamil Diaspora
with whom Gotawants to talk has given him a fitting reply: The TGTE has thrown an

open challenge at him: If you are genuinely interested in bringing peace to the island,
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the first step is -- as UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Al Hussain recom-
mended in 2015 -- that Sri Lanka should ratify the Rome Statue retroactively and give
the International Criminal Court jurisdiction to investigate and prosecute the perpetrators
of the international crimes, namely genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes
committed during the final stages of the armed conflict between the Sri Lankan state

and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) which ended in 20089.

WillGota release all Tamil prisoners of war and political prisoners held in Sri Lanka?

Will he stop this "General Amnesty" rubbish? Who must forgive whom?

Will Gota put a freeze on colonization under the guise of archaeological research, devel-
opment schemes, and forest preservation, as well as demilitarizethe North Eastern part
of the island, the area of historical Tamil habitation? Will he revamp the Office of Miss-
ing Persons to make it a neutral and credible institution, allowing the UN High Commis-
sionerfor Human Rights to nominate international experts as members and construct a

mechanism for the victims to be involved throughout the process?

Will Gotabaya Rajapaksa set a firm timetable for a referendum similar to the referendum
for the Tamils to decide their political destiny, a referendum with various options includ-

ing an independent and sovereign state of Tamil Eelam?

No illusions please. Gotabaya will do none of these. Never. Beware of all attempts to

sow such illusions wholly or partly. Be on guard.
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Emergency in Lanka

Severe shortages of external financesleading to economic deprivations

--- NimalSanderatne ---

f

Sri Lankan Economic Crisis

The country is moving rapidly closer towards mass deprivation of food, petrol, gas,
medicines and bare necessities owing to a severe shortage of foreign currency and in-
appropriate policies. A worsening of the current crisis is inevitable unless foreign assis-

tance is secured immediately.

Rapid deterioration
The rapidity of the deteriorating external finances was such that last Sunday’s discussion

of it in this column was outdated by the news report in the same paper that consign-
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ments of food and other essentials could not be released from the port owing to banks

being unable to give foreign exchange to importers.

Critically low
The depletion in external finances reached such critically low levels that large amounts
of essential imports were stuck at the port as banks did not release foreign currency to

honour the letters of credit (LCs). Such is the severity of this financial crunch.

Ominous
Even more ominous was the report that “overseas corresponding banks are refusing let-
ters of credit from local banks.” This in effect means that the country is unable to im-

port. An early resolution of this problem is of utmost importance.




ABEL | SEPTEMBER 1 7

Puzzle

Even though foreign reserves have dipped to as low as about US$ 2.5 billion, it is dif-
ficult to understand why a relatively small amount of about US$ 25 or even 50 million
could not have been released. The only plausible explanation is that banks did not want
to sell foreign exchange at the low official rate when the market rate was much higher—

nearly 50 rupees or 25 percent more.

Serious implication
The serious implication of this situation is that the country is unable to import essential
food items and much needed raw materials for industry. This would create severe short-

ages of food, medicines, petroleum, gas and other essential imports.

Releasing exchange

The government has now decided to release foreign currency to meet this immediate
crisis. The Central Bank of Sri Lanka (CBSL) released US$ 50 million to the two state
banks to clear containers with essential goods that were stuck at the Colombo Port for
weeks.

Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa instructed the Controller General of Imports and Ex-
ports and the CustomsDirector General to immediately release 800 containers of essential
food items which are stuck at the Colombo Port due to the failure by banks to release
foreign exchange to importers. It is understood that the CBSL funds released yesterday
could clear 400 such containers.

There are about another 400 such containers of essential commodities to clear. CBSL, it

is understood, will release more funds, if needed, to clear more containers containing
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essential imports.
Food availability
The available food stocks are estimated to be adequate only till the end of October.
May be we can stretch it a little further towards the end of the year. With a lower
Maha harvest early next year owing to the lack of fertiliser, insecticides and fungicides,

food availability could be a grave problem.

The current problem

While the underlying reasons for the depletion of foreign reserves is well known, the
cause for the current unavailability of foreign exchange is the wide gap between the
official exchange rate imposed by the Central Bank and the market or black market
rate. While the official exchange rate is around Rs. 205 for a US$, the market deter-

mined exchange rate is around Rs. 245 for a US dollar.

Export earnings and remittances

This has led to several problems like non remittance of export proceeds, reduced foreign
remittances and the unavailability of funds to clear cargo or open letters of credit for
imports.We are not receiving export proceeds, remittances are declining and the black

market in foreign currencies is thriving.

Impact
The inability to import raw materials will decrease our export capacity and earnings.
Moreover, tea and rubber production would fall appreciably owing to the ban on fertil-

iser, weedicides and fungicides, causing a severe drop in their exports and manufactured
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rubber exports.

Remittances

Remittances, that rose till June has dipped since then owing to persons remitting dollars
through informal sources that pay as much as forty to fifty rupees more for a US dol-
lar. This decrease has been erroneously attributed to lesser workers in the Middle East.
The actual reason is that those remitting money from all around the world are not re-
mitting officially. They are remitting their dollars through informal sources that pay as

much more for a US dollar.

The crisis
The consequences of the emerging crisis in external finances are horrendous. Are we

heading to a Lebanon type catastrophe?

Overcoming the crisis

The resolution of the fundamental problem in the external finances has to be addressed
in the manner discussed last week. At this critical juncture we must address the imme-
diate crisis first. The immediate task is to obtain international assistance to augment the
reserves adequately to remove the stranglehold on imports. This requires to be ad-

dressed in three ways.

The first step
The first step is to abandon the administered exchange rate and allow the market rate

to prevail. Such an exchange rate policy will likely sky rocket the exchange rate to
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much above the official exchange rate and perhaps, even the current black market rate.
This can only be found out after the change. There are also possibilities of it being
lower than the market rate, but higher than the official rate if there are foreign currency

inflows.

The second step

The second step is to seek emergency foreign assistance from friendly countries. The
Government has taken steps in this direction already. The Foreign Minister has ap-
proached the UAE and Iran for oil on credit. The Government has also requested an-
other currency swap arrangement of US$ 500 million from India. There may be similar
overtures to other countries. What success these have met with is still unknown. Their

success is of immediate importance.

The third step

The third move is to ask for emergency balance of payments support from the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF). This is the best option, but one that requires a reversal of
the Government's obstinate and impractical position that it will not go to the IMF.As dis-
cussed last Sunday, this is the best and least costly and most beneficial policy option

both for the resolution of the immediate and long-term problem.

Concluding reflections
The severity of the crisis is not only what it is today, but what it will be tomorrow.
Soon there would be severe shortages and restrictions in the availability of petrol, gas,

basic foods, and medicines as foreign exchange dips to lower levels.
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The severity of the foreign currency crisis demands wiser counsel than prevails. There
are signs that such pragmatism prevails in a pivotal position and that the government is

moving in such a direction. It is a Hobson’s choice.

Courtesy: the SUNDAYTIMES, 2021 oct. 03

Piano lessons

My name is Mildred Honor. | am a former elementary school Music Teacher from Des

Moines, lowa. | have always supplemented my income by Teaching Piano Lessons... for
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over 30 years. During those years, | have taught some very talented students. | have
never had the prodigy.

However,| have also had my share of what | call 'Musically Challenged Pupils.

Robby was 11 years old when his Mother (a Single Mom) dropped him off for his first
Piano Lesson. | prefer that Students (especiallyBoys) begin at an earlier age, which |
explained to Robby. But Robby said that it had always been his Mother's Dream to
hear him play the piano, so | took him as a Student.At the end of each weekly lesson,
he would always say 'My Mom's going to hear me Play someday." But to me, it
seemed hopeless, hejust did not have any Inborn Ability. | only knew his mother from a
distance as she dropped Robby off or waited in her aged car to pickhim up. She al-
ways waved and smiled, but never dropped in.

Then one day Robby stopped coming for his Lessons. | thought about calling him but
assumed that because of his lack of ability hehad decided to pursue something else. |
was also glad that he had stopped coming. Several weeks later | mailed a flyer recital
to theStudents' homes. To my surprise, Robby (who had received a flyer) asked if he
could be in the Recital. | told him that the recital wasfor current pupils and that be-
cause he had dropped out, he really did Qualify.

He told me that his Mother had been Sick and Unable to take him to his piano les-
sons, but that he had been practising. 'Please Miss Honor, I've just got to Play,' he
insisted. | don't know what led me to allow him to play in the Recital - perhaps it was
his insistence or maybe something inside of me saying that it would be all right. The
night of the Recital came and | put Robby last in the Program, justbefore | was to
come up and thank all the Students and Play a finishing piece. | thought that any

damage he might do would come at theend of the Program and | could always salvage
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his poor performance through my 'Curtain Closer'.
Well, the recital went off without a Hitch, the Students had been Practicing and it
Showed. Then Robby came upon the stage. HisClothes were Wrinkled 'Why didn't his

mother at least make him Comb his Hair for this Special Night?' Robby pulled out the
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Pianobench, and | was surprised when he announced that he had chosen to play Mo-
zart's Concerto No.21 in C Major. | was not prepared forwhat | heard next. His fingers
were light on the keys, they even danced nimbly on the Ivories. He went from Pianis-
simo to Fortissimo,from Allegro to Virtuoso; his Suspended Chords that Mozart demands
were magnificent! Never had | heard Mozart played so well by anyone his age. After
six and a half minutes, he ended in a Grand Crescendo, and everyone was on their
feet in Wild Applause!!! Overcome and inTears, | ran up on stage and put my arms
around Robby in Joy. | have never heard you play like that Robby, how did you do

it?' Throughthe Microphone, Robby explained:

“Well, Miss Honor, Remember | told you that my Mom was sick? Well, she actually
had Cancer andPassed Away this Morning. And well... she was Born Deaf, so tonight

was the first time she had ever heard me play, and | wanted to make it Special.”

| thought to myself then how much Richer my Life had been for taking Robby as my
Pupil. No, | have never had a Prodigy, but thatnight | became a Prodigy... of Robby.
He was the Teacher and | was the Pupil, for he had taught me the meaning of Perse-
verance and Loveand Believing in Yourself, and maybe even taking a chance on some-
one and you didn't know why. Robby was killed years later in theSenseless Bombing of

the Alfred P. Murray Federal Building in Oklahoma City in April 1995.

Courtesy: VeluppillaiThangavel
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ThaaiNilam: Land Grabbing -
The Real Pandemic for the Tamils in Sri Lanka.
---- Justice C.V.Wigneswaran thanks participants ----
The Real Pandemic for the Tamils in Sri Lanka - Documentary Film Premiere and
Panel Discussion were held on September 25, 2021. Justice C.V.Wigneswaran thanks

participants:

‘I am very pleased to invite all of you to the virtual screening of the documentary
ThaaiNilam: Land Grabbing - The Real Pandemic for the Tamils in Sri Lanka. Thaa-
iNilam contains new information, never-before-seen footage, and interviews; all recorded

directly from Sri Lanka’s occupation of the Tamil homeland.”

The screening will be followed by an online panel discussion entitled “Sri Lanka’s Ethno-
cratic Land Grabs: Methods, Consequences, and Tamil Land Defence.” The premiere of
this important film was held via Zoom and Youtube, on September 25, 2021, at 5:30
PM IST (Jaffna and Trincomalee) / 1:.00 PM GMT (London) / 8:00 AM EST (Toronto
and New Jersey), and lasted for four hours. Details are as follow: The vicious and rac-
ist land dispossession activities carried out by the Sri Lankan government for the last
70 years—with the aim of dividing our homeland in the North and East of the island,

depriving us of our livelihood, existence and identity—have now intensified.

The situation of the Tamil people in Sri Lanka has become very dangerous and devel-

oped into a difficult situation in which we are unable to protect and reclaim our lands.

Along with our land, we are rapidly losing our lives and our identity of over 3,000
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years. Thus, we are standing at a critical juncture where we have to fight against this

land grab by combining all the opportunities, resources and strength we have. Activists

all over the world fighting against oppression, injustice and human rights violations must

speak out against this colossal repression against us and express their opposition to the

activities of the Sri Lankan government and ask that it stops its land occupation and

return the lands that they have stolen from our People. Against this backdrop, | have

organised a screening of the documentary on land grabbing and a panel discussion with

renowned international academics and human rights defenders—to create awareness

among the Tamil people around the world and the international community about this

heinous violation of our land rights by the Sri Lankan government against us. This

event forms the launch of the Our Nilam campaign to preserve the Tamil homeland

from Sri Lanka’s land grabs.

The documentary speaks through various sources about the land grabbing that the Sri

Lankan government has been carrying out for the past 70 years in the North-East, the

native homeland of the Tamil-speaking people of Sri Lanka, and its methods, trends and

consequences. | am pleased to announce that veteran politician Hon. R. Sampanthan,

former Opposition Leader, Parliamentarian and Leader of the Tamil National Alliance

(TNA), who is worthy of my respect and honour, will join me in launching this event.

The list of event participants includes the following. * Keynote address: Prof. Oren

Yiftachel, Lynn and Lloyd Hurst Family Chair of Urban Studies, Geography Dept. Ben-
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Gurion University of the Negev, Be'er Sheva, Israel ¢ Panelist: Dr MedhaPatkar, Indian

social activist and founder of Narmada BachaoAndolan and the National Alliance of Peo-

ple’s Movements. ¢ Panelist: MsAnuradhaMittal, Executive Director, The Oakland Institute,

California, USA ¢ Panelist: Professor RamuManivannan, Department of Politics & Public

Administration School of Politics & International Studies, University of Madras, Chennai,

India * The panel discussion will be followed by a musical performance by Canadian

Tamil artist, Shan Vincent de Paul. This event is organised as a continuation of the

international conference held on March 20, 2021, entitted "Loss of the Tamil Homeland:

Identifying Issues and Creating Strategies to Preserve Tamil Land”, attended by academ-

ics, human rights defenders, and parliamentarians including Dr Navanetham Pillay, former

judge of the International Criminal Court and former UN High Commissioner on Human

Rights; David Matas CM, prominent international human rights lawyer and Nobel Peace

Prize Nominee; Dr Ibrahim Seaga Shaw, Chairman and Information Commissioner of the

Right to Access Information, Sierra Leone, Anuradha Mittal, Executive Director of the

Oakland Institute, California, Wiley Nickel, former Obama White House Staffer and De-

mocratic Senator for North Carolina and Rajavarothiam Sampanthan, Parliamentarian and

former Leader of Opposition, Sri Lanka. | thank you for your participation in this impor-

tant film premiere and campaign launch. Justice C.V.Wigneswaran Member of Parliament,

Jaffna District, Sri Lanka
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THE BUDDHA

---- Dr. B.R. Ambedkar ----

Christ claimed to be the Prophet of Christianity. He further claimed that he was the

Son of God. Christ also laid down the condition that there wasno salvation for a person

unless he accepted that Christ was the Son of God. Thus Christ secured a place for

Himself by making the salvation ofthe Christian depend upon his acceptance of Christ

as the Prophet and Son of God.

Mohammad, the Prophet of Islam, claimed that he was a Prophet sent by God. He fur-

ther claimed that no one could get salvation unless he accepted two other conditions. A

seeker of salvation

in

Islam must acceptthat Mohammad

is the Prophet of God. A
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seeker after salvation in Islam must further accept that he is the last prophet. Salvation
in Islam is thus ensured only to those who accept these two conditions.Mohammad thus
secured a place for Himself by making the salvation of the Muslim depend upon his

acknowledgement of Mohammed as the Prophet of God.

No such condition was ever made by the Buddha. He claimed that he was no more
than the natural son of Suddhodana and Mahamaya. He carved for him[1]self no place
in his religion bylaying down any such conditions regarding himself for salvation as Je-
sus and Mahommed did. That is the reason why we are left to know so little about

himself even though abundant material was available.

As is known, the first Buddhist congregation was held soon after the death of the Bud-
dha at Rajagraha. Kassyappa presided over the congregation. Anand, Upali and many
others who belonged toKapilavatsu were present. But what did Kassyappa the President
do? He asked Anand to repeat the Dhamma and put the question to the congregation,
"Is this right?" They answered in the affirmative. And Kassyappa then closed the ques-
tion. If Kassyappa had collected the record of the Buddha's life we would have had
today a full-fledged biography of the Buddha.The Buddha did not promise to give Salva-
tion. He said He was Marga Data (Way Finder) and not Moksha Data (Giver of Salva-

tion).

Most religions are described as revelations. But the Buddha's religion is not a revela-
tion. Revealed religion is so-calledbecause it is a message of God to His creatures to

worship their maker (i.e., God) and to save their souls. Often the message is sent-




ABEL | SEPTEMBER 1 20

through a chosen individual who is called a prophet, to whom the message is revealed
and who reveals it to the people. It is then called Religion. The obligation of the
prophet is to ensure salvation to the faithful. The salvation of the faithful means the
saving of their souls from being sent to hell, provided they obey God's commands and

recognise the prophet as his messenger.

The Buddha never claimed that he was a prophet or a messenger of God. His religion
is a discovery in the sense that it is the result ofinquiry and investigation into the con-
ditions of human life on earth; and understanding of the working of human instincts with
which man is born;the moulding of his instincts and dispositions which man has formed

as a result of his[1]tory and tradition, and which are working to his detriment.

The Buddha did not Claim any Divinity for himself or for his Dhamma. It was discov-
ered by man for man. It was not a Revelation. Every founder of a religion haseither
claimed divinity for himself or for his teachings. Moses did claim divine origin for his
teachings. because they were the teachings of Jehovah the God. Jesusclaimed divinity
for himself. He claimed that he was the Son of God. Naturally, His teachings acquired
a divine origin. Krishna said that he was God himself, and the Gita was his own word.
The Buddha made no such claim, The only claim he made was that his message was
the only true way to salvation as he understood it. It was based on the universalhuman
experience of life in the world. He said that it was open to anyone to question it, test
it, and find what truth it contained. No founder has so fully thrown openhis religion to

such a challenge.

https://tamilwin.com/article/thai-land-documentary-release-1632519817
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