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All is well that ends well. We are glad that Vijay Sethupathi has at last decided
to opt out of his agreement to play the role of Cricketer Muthiah Muralidharan in the
biopic 800. This ‘controversy’ has once again brought to the fore the continued impera-
tive of consistently and persistently taking forward the BOYCOTT SRILANKA campaign.
The Tamil community all over the world, Tamils from the Homeland, from Tamilnadu
and from the Diaspora rose as one to expose the ‘Doosra’ expert for what he is, and
appeal to the Actor concerned not to break ranks and play into the hands of the Sin-
hala perpetrators of the crime of genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity.

This unity of purpose and action should be maintained without any letup especially as
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we are still far from realizing our |
goal of Remedial Justice.

It is pleasing to note that
this artful success has come close
on the heels of the unity of Tamil
Organizations in the Homeland in
denouncing the Sri Lanka Govern-
ment's illegal and unethical ban on observing the memory of the great martyrdom of
Thileepan. The Sinhala supremacist state and its organs including the judiciary were
caught napping in calling Thileepan a terrorist. One who undertook an epic fast unto
death even without drinking a drop of water and showed to India, and Sri Lanka, what
‘ahimsa’ and ‘satyagraha’ meant, he was branded a terrorist by the mass marauders
who put to excruciating death more than a lakh Tamils just in order to deny the Tamil
nation its right to live with honor.

This unity of the Tamil community has to be built upon by carrying forward the
Campaign for Remedial Justice on all fronts. Come March and the United Nations Hu-
man Rights Council will be seized of the Sri Lanka issue. The international community
has to find a way to force the state of Sri Lanka to implement at least the past
UNHRC resolutions, especially Resolution No. 30/1 co-sponsored by Sri Lanka itself. The
UN in general and the UNHRC in particular run the risk of losing their credibility by
letting Sri Lanka stonewall the international efforts to achieve accountability, justice and
reconciliation in the island country. The three UN Reports, namely the three-member Ex-
pert Panel Report of 2011, the UN Internal Audit Report of 2012 and the OISL Report

of 2015 are there on the global table to substantiate grave charges of violation of inter-
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If the recalcitrant state of Sri Lanka cannot be forced to

abide by its own commitments at the UNHRC the next logical step should be to place
the matter before the General Assembly or the Security Council in order to refer the
accused State to the International Court of Justice. It is for the member-states to take
the initiative and move the UNHRC for taking the matter forward to the GA or the SC.
Otherwise these states as well as the UN stand the risk of losing credibility in the
eyes of the peoples of the world with long-term consequences for peace and stability. A
desperate people left with its own means to redeem justice for itself does not augur

well for the world at large.

However it is of course a truism that the UN organs including the UNHRC consist of
states and states act out of their own geopolitical interests rather than their concern for
Human Rights. So it is for us together with our friends to insist on states to lead the
way in respecting the word and spirit of international law in the form of various Con-
ventions and Resolutions. The transnational existence of the Tamils and their organiza-
tions would come in handy in uniting with national and international forces of peace and
justice and persuade the different states to act in the right direction. The Long Walk for
Justice and the marches in Europe on the UNHRC in Geneva are some recent cases
in point. This Tamil internationalism, an objective and subjective by-product of Tamil

nationalism, should in its turn interest itself in the ongoing struggles of the various
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peoples and develop solidarity \v",'.' ;

¥

with them so that Tamils play
their destined role of bringing ;
up a better world. It was fine
that the Tamils from Lanka and
India were seen to join the
Blacks and Whites of North ;’“f'_’-.. 4 %9
America in the Black Lives Movement. We have our brothers and sisters in Palestine, in
Bolivia and Colombia, in Tibet and Hong Kong, in Kashmir and Manipur and where not.
Tamils ought to unite among themselves and with the progressive peoples of the world.
On the home front, the protracted struggle of our mothers for justice to the victims of
enforced disappearances, the struggle for the release of the POWs and others in deten-
tion, the struggle for retrieving the land seized by the Sinhala state and army, the
struggle to get rid of military occupation.. all the streams of struggle for justice should
be developed into a mass movement. The campaign to oppose the 20™ Amendment to
the Constitution opens an avenue for Tamils to join hands with the Sinhala forces of
democracy. The perpetrators of genocide, in their quest for absolute power, are doing
their best to isolate themselves, and this is a blessing in disguise for the Tamil cam-
paign. The handful of Tamil quislings are also out to drown with their masters. With CV
Vigneswaran, J. and Gajendrakumar Ponnambalam leading the way the Tamil parliamen-
tarians can do well to help coordinate the parliamentary and extra-parliamentary forms of
the struggle for democracy.

These are all signs of the time, good for the Tamil struggle. And unity, fighting unity

should be the watchword.
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ON THE HOME TUREF:

Justice C.V. Wigneswaran, MP:

Why Do | Oppose 20th Amendment?
Someone asked me three questions; A. The majority of this country are Sinhala Bud-
dhists. What is wrong in calling this country Sinhala Buddhist? B. You welcomed certain

aspects of President Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s policies. Yet you oppose the 20th Amend-

ment which clothes him with power to carry out his policies. Why? C. You are on

record as a person wanting peace and reconciliation in this Country. Why have you
started on the wrong foot? You have already been branded as an extremist, separatist
and a friend of terrorists. How are you going to retrieve the respect and goodwill that
you have lost in recent times?

My responses were: | thank you for these questions. They are very comprehensive to

answer yet topical. Let me deal with them one by one.

A. Is this Country Sinhala Buddhist?

Reply: This country at one time in History was majority Buddhists. But the Country was
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never Sinhala Buddhist. Those who received Buddhism into this Country were the
Tamils. Devanampiya Theesan was certainly a Tamil. His father was Mootha Sivan. The
Westerners who wrote our History did not realize that the Sinhala Language and the
Sinhala people came in much later in History. Almost a thousand years after introduction
of Buddhism into this Island did the mixed language called Sinhala come into being.
Sinhalese are those who spoke the Sinhala language. Nowhere have those who spoke
Pali been called Sinhalese. They were Tamils who spoke Pali. In any event when this
Country was divided into 3 or 4 kingdoms the Citizens were of those Kingdoms. They

were not identified as Tamils and Sinhalese as we do today.

In recent times there is a new language being formed in Chennai in Tamil Nadu. It
might be called Tamlish. They speak Tamil interspersed with lots of English words. And
that language is very popular in TVs, Films, Radios and at various public meetings.
Soon with a Tamil background English will be spoken or with an Anglo Saxon back-
ground Tamil would be spoken. And that would take the form of a new language.

The Sinhalese language came about by speaking the Tamil and Pali languages inter-
spersed with each other. Tamil with Pali or Pali with Tamil. Even certain Dialects con-
tributed to the formation of the new language called Sinhalese in the 6th and 7th Cen-

turies after Christ (Anno Domino).

So to speak of this Country being Sinhala Buddhist is erroneous. Original Buddhists
throughout the Country were Demala Baudayos or Tamil Buddhists. There were no Sin-
halese then. Thus Dushta Kaamini was a Tamil Buddhist while Ellalan was a Tamil

Saivite.
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All this certainly will sound crazy to many Sinhalese who have been conditioned to be-
lieve otherwise. We now have many historical evidences which confirm that those who
received Buddhism into this Island were Tamils. There was no Sinhalese language at
the time of arrival of Buddhism. | have suggested the formation of a Commission to

probe into this and write a true history of this Country.

Simply because the majority in this Country are
Sinhala Buddhists does not give the right to call
the Country Sinhala Buddhist. The North and East
have been majority Tamil speaking areas through-
out history. They jettisoned Buddhism at some
stage of our history. May be because of the rise
of the Bakthi Cult in South India which spilt over
into the North and East of this Country. This

Country had been blessed with five Shivalingams

from pre historic times. The Naguleswaram at Kiri-

malai in Jaffna District; The Thiruketheeswaram in Mannar District; The Thirukones-
waram in Trinco District; The Thondeswaram in Matara District at Dondra and Munnes-
waram in Chilaw . Until 100 years ago Negombo, Chilaw and Puttalam Districts were
majority Tamil speaking areas. When | went to my friend’s house in Negombo as a boy
the parents spoke to me in good Tamil. | found even later the grandparents of modern
day Sinhala Catholics there spoke Tamil and used the Tamil Bible at Services. Their old

title deeds were in Tamil.
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The miracles performed by Saivite holy men among Hindus must have attracted the
Tamil Buddhists back to Hinduism in the early days.

Even in recent times it were the miracles performed by Sai Baba which attracted many
Buddhists towards him. Therefore the areas in the North and East to which our Sin-
halese brethren were only brought in recent times under the guise of colonization and
other means must not be termed Sinhalese areas. North and East have been tradition-
ally Tamil speaking areas. Now Buddhism does not exist in those areas. Islam, Christi-
anity and Hinduism are the religions of the North and East. Not Buddhism. How could

you then call the entire Country as Sinhala Buddhist?

The Country came together as one Country only in 1833 under the British. The Jaffna
kingdom was not Buddhist. Therefore we must allow North and East to be secular while
you call the other seven Provinces Sinhala Buddhist if you want or in the alternative
make the entire Country secular. If majority in numbers must be considered, the majority
in the North and East have always been non Sinhala Buddhist. Certain Sinhala areas in
Amparai District were added for Political reasons. But by and large the North and East
are non-Sinhala Buddhist areas. Therefore this Country being referred to as Sinhala Bud-

dhist is factually wrong.

B. Why do you oppose 20th Amendment?

Reply: Supporting good aspects of an administration does not mean we must help to
corrupt such administration to indulge in anti- social activities in the future. Power cor-
rupts. Absolute power corrupts absolutely said Lord Acton. This is true unless the Head

of administration has a religious background like Sita’s father King Janaka. He was a
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saint at heart but an administrator by profession. Such People would never act against
the interests of any human being however much they may be clothed with power and
authority. In this respect the present President has a lot of minus points.

(1) He has a military background. Therefore by nature he cannot brook any opposition.
He is used to commanding and others carrying out his commands. Democracy would
suffer under him.

(2) He belongs to a political family which has taken over from the Bandaranaikes the
whip hand with regard to governance. He would consider himself divinely brought to
power to do as he pleases. Twentieth Amendment would clothe him to jettison democ-
racy to the dustbin. All in the name of the people!

(3) He is already conditioned to believe this Country is Sinhala Buddhist which it is not.
He would go on to do much mischief and harassment in the North and East clothed
with so much of power wanting to transform Non Sinhala and Non-Buddhist North and
East into Sinhala Buddhist areas. Though he would be committing genocide by his acts
he would not bother much about it because majority Sinhala Buddhists of other seven
Provinces would support him.

(4) He is a suspect in the eyes of the UN as having been connected to the war
crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide committed during the War which ended
on 18th May 2009. He would do everything to save himself and his acolytes with so

much of power reposed in him.

I have referred only to the present incumbent. Absolute power in the hands of any
other person too could lead to corruption and dictatorial tendencies which is not healthy

to a democratic public life.
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20th Amendment seeks to get rid of the checks and balances placed on the executive
presidency. If 20th Amendment is passed there would be dictatorship in Sri Lanka for a
long time. There could be no doubt about it. For example | will not be able to write

like this. Next day | would be gone!

C. Are you an extremist, separatist and a terrorist?

Reply: By nature | cannot be an extremist, separatist nor a terrorist. | love humanity. |
love all beings. There are no White and Blacks, Westerners and Easterners, Chinese
and Indians, Sinhalese and Tamils in my perception. They are all humans. But | also
love Truth. Anyone prevaricating Truth, deceiving the people, stating diabolical lies raises

my wrath.

Who is an extremist?

When you think you are in the middle and | am found to speak against your views |
am an extremist, right or left. Am | not? The Sinhalese and even some Tamils (mainly
such Tamils were in the TNA) have set down a view that this Country is Sinhala Bud-
dhist and that both Sinhalese and Buddhism must receive special status. | have started
questioning that view. Therefore | am now called an extremist. The moment it is proved
North and East were never Sinhalese and that Buddhism was jettisoned centuries ago
by the Tamils, then | become the norm and the Sinhala Buddhists and their Tamil aco-
lytes become extremists. So the word “extremist” depends on the stand point form which

| am looked at from.

Then the word ‘separatist’ if used against me it is by those who have a conditioned
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mind already. They think this Country has always been Sinhala Buddhist. Any attempt to
question that view would be perceived as divisive and separatist. | ask them to look at
it this way. When you go by train on the Yarl Devi you would notice the passengers
to the North starting to talk in Tamil quite loudly after they leave Medawachiya even if
Sinhalese soldiers are in the Train. This is because the Tamil speaking feel they are
on Tamil ground. They were mum earlier during their journey because they were on
Sinhala soil. Despite all the colonization and attempts to change the Demography of the
North and East by successive governments the dominant language in the North and

East is Tamil.

In 1958, 1977, 1983 Tamils affected by the pogroms in the South were sent to the
North and East. They were considered Tamil areas. Tamil might be spoken by Hindus,
Muslims, Christians and even Buddhists today in the North and East. Why? Because the
separation between Sinhala speaking areas and Tamil speaking areas is already a fact.
The Tamil speaking areas have continued to be Tamil speaking from Pre - Historic
times. So, to say | am trying to separate the North and East from the rest of the
Country is a misnomer. What | am trying to do is to give legal status to a situation
that already exists. | am not trying to separate the North and the East from the rest of
the Country. North and East are part of this Island but they have existed separately
with their own language, religions, culture, way of life, climate, topography and so on.
They are separate though part of the Island. | want the Country to remain as it is, but
to cloth those who occupied the North and East with powers so that the Southerner
would not commit further genocide in the North and East. Already that is what has hap-

pened in this Country. Steady and continuous genocide!
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The Tamils were throughout this Island. My young days were in Kurunegala and
Anuradhapura. My father also worked in Kandy and Tangalle. We used to travel with
our father to Mahiyangana and Teldeniya sixty five years ago. We were chased out in
1958 and thereafter. Now the successive Sinhala majority Governments are trying to
change the demography of the North East wanting to make North and East Sinhala
Buddhist. So any one who objects to such attempt by the Sinhala majority Central Gov-
ernments is called a separatist by those who are conditioned by this false idea that this

Country is Sinhala Buddhist.

Who is a Terrorist?

As | have many a time asked “Was Keppetipola Dissawe a Terrorist or a Hero?” If he
was a hero, all those who fought the Government of Sri Lanka after 1983 from among
the Tamils were heroes and not terrorists. The activities of the Tamil youths was a re-
action against State Terrorism. So there are worse terrorists among the Sinhalese than
among the Tamils. The Sinhalese Politicians must stop referring to Tamils and Muslims
as Terrorists. They indulge in anti-Tamil and anti-Muslim activities and if the Tamils and

Muslims react the latter are called terrorists!

So one man’s terrorist is another man’s hero. | am neither extremist nor separatist nor
terrorist. | am questioning the wrong perceptions among the Sinhalese in order to carry
them too to find a solution to the Tamil speaking people of the North and East.

| certainly want reconciliation in this Country. How would reconciliation be possible if the
Sinhalese stand outside a well and shake hands with us who are at the bottom of the

well? Surely you must bring us back to even ground and we should shake hands on
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terra firma if reconciliation is to come!

My statements and activities are directed towards the Sinhalese for them to come out
of their false perceptions such as this Country is Sinhala Buddhist, the archaeological
Buddhist findings in the North and East are those of the Sinhalese, that Sinhalese is
an ancient language existing in Sri Lanka from the time Buddhism was introduced, that
Tamils are recent immigrants from outside the Island, that North and East were Sinhala

speaking areas before the Tamils came from outside and so on.

It might be difficult to decondition the Sinhalese who have been fed with false informa-
tion so far by a single individual like me. But | am happy to note that Sinhalese Youth
are taking to the Study of their history impartially. One such person phoned me and
said “Sir! | wanted to kill you! But on a study of our past | am reluctantly compelled
to agree with you”.

That is the sprit | am expecting from my Sinhalese brothers and sisters, sons and
daughters. They will retrieve the good will | have lost in recent times according to you.

Courtesy: Colombo Telegraph
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Tamil Diaspora Grassroots Campaigns for Tamil Genocide Justice in Sri Lanka

Vel Velauthapillai:

(On Facebook)
Tamil Diaspora grassroots level campaigns were one of the main reasons for the United
Nation’s (UN) resolutions including A/HRC/RES/30/1, on Sri Lanka's war crimes. The gov-
ernment of Sri Lanka was forced to free 300K Tamils from the concentration camps or
so-called IDP camps, created after 2009. However, the government’s intention was to
keep the camps for years, but the intense war crimes awareness pressured them to
close and free the people. After May 2009, the war ended, yet thousands of Tamils

were killed or enforced disappeared by the Sri Lankan government.

After 1948 when the British left Ceylon (the ancient Tamil term is Eelam) the Eelam
Tamil struggle for freedom began. Currently, as of 2020, Chinese, Tamils, Sinhala, and
Muslims (unlike Christians or Hindus, Muslims identify themselves as a separate ethnic
group) live in Eelam. In the past, there was an ethnic group called Burghers, which is
a small Eurasian ethnic group descended from Portuguese, yet they are now extinct.
Yet, Sri Lanka claims the whole Island belongs to Sinhala Buddhists only. However,
Tamils are the indigenous people of Eelam but their rights were taken away. From 1990
until 2009, Tamils had a government in Tamil Eelam for themselves. Tamil Tigers

(LTTE) formed that government based on Tamil's democratic mandate in 1976.

As of 2009, the true details about Sri Lanka’s committed war crimes and genocide be-
came known to the world. During the war, Sri Lanka claimed that only 70 thousand

people were in the war zone, aka Kkilling fields, knowing that there were over 300 thou-
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sand people. Their real intention was to kill all the Tamil people by giving false infor-
mation to the UN and the world. The UN was expelled from the war zone in advance,
however, the UN had its agents in close proximity to the war zone. The UN knew the
exact casualties and population inside the war zone yet they intentionally hid this infor-
mation. Their setup was kept quiet to allow Sri Lanka and India to get rid of all the

Tamils in the area.

After May 2009, only grassroots level campaigns were able to fight for war crime and
genocide deniers to accept some level in the United Nation. There was no significant

institutionalized campaign by Tamil Diaspora since 2009.

On May 18, 2009, Tamil Tigers ceased to exist and the Tamil Eelam government was
completely destroyed. Before 2009, the LTTE was the main part of the Tamil Eelam
government. Many of the Tamil Diaspora, either sympathetic or supporters, financially or
morally supported the Tamil Eelam government. Although, a few of the Tamil Diaspora

were against the Tamil Eelam government.

The propaganda by the Indian and Sri Lankan governments stated that the Tamils’
struggle ended in May 2009, however it did not. Sri Lanka's genocide still continues
and a unanimous resolution, in 2015, by the Northern Provincial government called “Sri
Lanka’s genocide against Tamils” explains this. For example, Tamil's identities are being
systematically replaced with Sinhala Buddhist identities in all parts of Tamil Eelam. For
instance, the government is replacing Hindu temples with Buddhist temples. Tamils’ lands

were confiscated, and the demography is forcefully changed by Sinhala colonization.
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The Congress party of India and Sri Lanka were able to completely eliminate the Tamil
Tigers because the Tamil political party, TNA, and their leader Sampanthan, kept quiet
during the Tamil genocide. Sampanthan and his party were promised by India that once
the Tamil Tigers were fully eliminated, India will ensure Tamils will get their federal sys-
tem as a political solution. Yet, once the Tamil Tigers were eliminated, India didn’t fulfill
their promise. In order to avoid any pressure from the USA and India, Sri Lanka sided
fully with China. India’s policy from the Congress party against Tamils brought China in
its backyard. The elimination of Tamil Tigers created a lack of leadership in the Tamil
Diaspora. India wanted to keep this lack of leadership in Tamil Diaspora by extending
its ban on LTTE even though they knew LTTE no longer existed. They effectively
wanted to ensure the history and artifacts of Tamil Eelam are erased digitally and
physically so that any future generation of Tamils will grow up not knowing their heri-

tage.

By the end of 2008, when the genocidal war escalated and Tamil Eelam shrank in nar-
row land, Tamil Tigers assigned KP Pathmanathan as their diaspora representative. In
2009, he was captured by the Rajapakse government of Sri Lanka and all of the Tamil
Diaspora LTTE network went down with KP. Tamil Tigers probably had money invested
in the Tamil Diaspora. Based on a CBC news article in 2005, in Canada, the annual
amount the Tamil Diaspora raised for Tamil Eelam is about half a million. Yet, the only
person who has the account of the Tamil Tigers money is the current Sri Lankan
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa as KP Pathmanathan is in his custody with all the LTTE
documents. However, after 2019, justice for Tamil projects was not funded by any of

the Tamil Eelam government money.
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After the destruction of the Tamil Eelam government, the members of the Tamil Dias-
pora had issues trusting one another. Yet, they were still able to create two world level
entities. They are TGTE (Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam) as a government of
Tamil Eelam in exile and GTF (Global Tamil Forum), a world federation of countrywisee
Tamil organizations. Both were financially very weak entities. For example, in 2010, a
100K pound project was initiated to raise war crimes awareness. Yet, the Tamil Dias-
pora from Canada struggled to raise10K as part of the 100K project. This is because
Tamil Diaspora didn't trust these new entities. They trusted Tamil Tigers in the past and
provided financial support to huge humanitarian projects through TRO (Tamil Rehabilita-
tion Organization) that were once praised by USA president Bill Clinton for its Tsunami
recovery. Another example is when the UK documentary director Callum Macrae tried to
raise funds for the most significant war crimes documentary release in 2013 and 2015.
The crowd-funding efforts didn't get 30K pounds within a few days, it took a few

months to get that funding.

In general, there was a lack of financial contribution by the Tamil Diaspora. However,

the grassroots campaigns at small levels around the world keep help pushing for justice

efforts.

Currently, as of 2020, there is a big online grassroots protest, #shameonvijaysethupathi,

because of an upcoming film about the cricketer who defended Sri Lanka’s genocide
and its war crimes. The Tamil Nadu actor, Vijay Sethupathi, has committed to play the
role of the Cricketer Muralee's biopic. In the past, Cricketer Murali was able to make

friendships with the UK Prime Minister and other dignities because of his fame in the
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Cricket world. He used his Cricket influence to cover up Sri Lanka's war crimes and

genocide.

When Tamil grassroots campaigns pushed the UK to take action on war crimes, the UK
Prime Minister, David Cameron, visited Sri Lanka and met mothers of disappeared sons
and daughters. Cricket Murali took the side of genocidal Sri Lanka and justify its extra-
judicial killings, and made fun of the mothers who cried in front of the UK Prime Minis-
ter. His stand was inhuman, but for the UK Tamils grassroots campaign for justice, it
caused a very big roadblock. They had to work much harder to get justice for war
crimes by reaching out to the UK MPs. With all odds, the Diaspora grassroots cam-
paign for war crimes eventually succeeded and the UN made of few resolutions, even
though there is no implementation yet. By Vijay Sethupathi taking the role of Cricketer
Murali's biopic, he will be able to whitewash the cricketer's record on human rights, and
Sri Lanka's genocide. As of 2020, Tamil grassroots continue to protest and highlight the

need for justice for war crimes and genocide committed by Sri Lanka.

Political pressure to revise 20A remains alive

Jehan Perera:
It has taken more than a month for the concerns regarding the proposed
20th Amendment that have been expressed by a wide swath of opposition political par-
ties and non-partisan civil society groups ranging from religious clergy to professional
associations to find expression within the ranks of the government parliamentarians. Their
silence for so long can only be an indication of the dominance of President Gotabaya

Rajapaksa who will be the primary beneficiary. In terms of the amendment, the President
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will be empowered to remove the Prime Minister, a member of the cabinet, any other
Minister or a Deputy Minister and authority to dissolve Parliament after completion of
sittings for a period of one year. This massive transfer of power to the Presidency has
been justified to the electorate as stemming from the inability of the previous govern-

ment to govern effectively under the 19th Amendment to the constitution.

The occasion for the show of dissent came with the seemingly routine release of
a suspect detained by the police on suspicion of his involvement in a case but whom
the police now claimed no evidence had been found. But the fact that the case in-
volved the suicide bombing that claimed the lives of over 250 persons on Easter Sun-
day in 2019 and led to the collapse of the country’s tourism sector gave both the ar-
rest and release a significance beyond the ordinary. It is a regular occurrence that peo-
ple are taken into custody if they are suspected of being involved in a crime, but are
released if no evidence surfaces against them. In the case of Riyaj Bathiudeen, however,
there was always an element of politics in it. He was arrested a year after the bomb-
ings and after there had been a change of government that saw his brother's political

alliance lose power.

At the time of his arrest the police claimed that Riyaj Bathiudeen was implicated
in the Easter bombing and there was evidence that he had close links with the suicide
bombers and had met with one suicide bomber, prior to the attack on April 21. Five
other suspects, including lawyer Hejaz Hizbullah who continues to be in detention, were
arrested along with him. Even at the time of the arrest, it was surmised that it could

have been done with a political motivation of putting pressure on his brother to switch
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his allegiance to the government. The question is how the evidence that the police
claimed was sufficient for an arrest should turn out to be insufficient and why only one
person should be released when the others continue to be detained. It is to be noted

that the rule of law calls for equity in treatment.

CARDINAL’S LEADERSHIP

The most prominent critic of the police reversal has been the Archbishop of Co-
lombo Malcolm Cardinal Ranjith who lost more than 200 of his adherents who fell victim
to the suicide bombings that occurred in two churches within the Colombo diocese. The
Cardinal has been persistent in his demand that there should be truth, accountability
and justice to the victims and their families who hope that their tears will not be in
vain. The Easter bombing in 2019 was a complicated terrorist activity with many ele-
ments to investigate as is evident in the personal testimonies being provided these days
to the Presidential Commission of Inquiry. The Cardinal expressed his dissatisfaction on
the release of a key suspect in the case and complained that police itself was contra-
dicting their own statements. He also indicated that the sudden release could suggest a
political deal.

The political deal in question is to ensure that the government will have a 2/3
majority to pass the 20th Amendment. The Cardinal’s concern about a political deal
could be a reflection of the difficulty that the government is encountering in mobilizing
the 2/3 majority in parliament required to pass the 20th Amendment into law. There
have been a few government parliamentarians who have had the courage to state that
the 20th Amendment is excessive in its attempt to transfer power from parliament to the

presidency. The proposed amendment as it currently stands is an emasculation of the
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protections available to the people and also to other institutions of state available in the
constitution. If even a few government parliamentarians do not vote for the amendment

it will fail to achieve the 2/3 mark.

The release of Riyaj Bathiudeen without satisfactory explanation has provided gov-
ernment parliamentarians with a justification to unite openly against any possibility of a
political deal. In an unprecedented action 100 of them, which amounts to over 2/3 of
the government parliamentarians, have signed a statement calling on the President and
the Prime Minister to conduct a full investigation on this act by the police and to re-
arrest Riyaj Bathiudeen and enforce the law in a proper manner. While there is no
question about Cardinal Malcolm Ranjith’s commitment to getting to the truth of the
Easter bombing and ensuring justice to the victims, the interest of the government par-
liamentarians is likely to be different. They have made it clear that they would not wish
there to be any possibility of a deal whereby his brother Rishad Bathiudeen’s party joins

the government to make the 2/3 majority in parliament easier to reach.

REDUCE BURDEN

Faced with pressure from religious and civil society, and now his own parliamen-
tarians, President Gotabaya Rajapaksa has hastened to deny that the government has
entered into any political deal. He has stated “I am not prepared to hand over the
power of arresting or arbitrarily releasing people to politicians, as happened in the past.
I will also take actions to rectify any omissions or mistakes made by the relevant au-
thorities or officials.” In an attempt to dispel public perceptions that the government was

prioritizing a 2/3 majority in parliament to pass the 20th Amendment he said, “I| empha-
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size that our government has not entered into any political deal with Parliamentarian
Rishad Badurdeen. | assure my citizens that | will not forsake the trust that they have
placed in me and | will most certainly continue to work towards strengthening the built
trust.”

The real problem is with the 20th Amendment which is akin to the elephant in
the room for the government parliamentarians. There is a strong demand from the peo-
ple for a strong government that does not fail to perform like the previous government
where the President and Prime Minister undermined each other. The current government
does not suffer from the same constraint as they come from not only the same party
and enjoy a 2/3 majority in Parliament, but also the President and Prime Minister are
from the same family. But the proposed amendment is regressive in its focus on em-
powering the Presidency at the cost of all other state institutions, including parliament,
the Prime Minister and ministers, and would reduce them all to a relatively powerless
condition.

President Rajapaksa is held in high esteem by his colleagues in government who
would not wish to oppose him and want him to succeed in leading the country to de-
velopment and national reconciliation. In handing down its determination on the 20th
Amendment Bill, the Supreme Court has ruled that four clauses need a referendum of
the people along with a two-thirds majority in parliament unless suitably revised, while
the rest can be passed by a two-thirds majority of parliament alone. Hopefully, the
process of revision at the committee stage within parliament will lead to constructive
changes in the 20th Amendment so that it does not elevate the Presidency and dimin-
ish the other institutions too much and not put too heavy a burden on the Presidency

that no single person can carry.
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AROUND THE WORLD

Socialist Presidential Candidate Arce Wins Bolivia's Elections

The Movement Towards Socialism (MAS) won with 52.4 percent over the parties that

were backed by the right-wing interim regime.

® Juan Karita/AP Photo/picture alliance

After midnight on Sunday, Bolivian authorities allowed the results of the exit polls to be
known. The Movement Towards Socialism (MAS) presidential candidate Luis Arce obtained
52.4 percent of the votes, the Citizen Community (CC) candidate Carlos Mesa got 31.5
percent, and the "We Believe Alliance" candidate Luis Fernando Camacho reached 14.1
percent of the votes.

Bolivia's president-elect Arce thanked the people for their support and for their peaceful
participation in the electoral process.

“We have recovered democracy and hope. We ratify our commitment to work with social
organizations. We are going to build a national unity government."

Previously, the Movement Towards Socialism (MAS) spokesperson Sebastian Mitchell



https://www.telesurenglish.net/news/Socialist-Presidential-Candidate-Arce-Wins-Bolivias-Elections-20201018-0018.html
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made an official statement regarding the absence of definitive
data on the elections. He said that mainstream media and exit-
polls companies know that Socialist candidate Arce had already
exceeded 45 percent of the votes.

"Election observers do not understand if the absence of infor-

mation results from inefficiency or if the government is imple-

menting a strategy to win two or three days, generate violence, and justify a military
intervention," Mitchell said.

The Bolivian Socialists' message was categorical and clear: "we call on the community
to avoid provocations... let's end this nightmare we have been living for a year."

A few minutes before the official information was issued, former President Evo Morales,
who remains a political asylee in Argentina, recalled that millions of Bolivians cast their
vote peacefully and demanded that the coup-born regime led by Jeanine Anez respect
the results.

“Yesterday we denounced that the authorities suspended the presentation of the results
of the exit poll companies. That was suspicious," the Socialist leader said

"Everything indicates that the MAS has won the elections and won a majority of seats

in both chambers," Evo added.

Evo Morales: 'MAS Fulfilled Its Promise, It Became Millions'

He thanked Venezuela, Argentina, Mexico, and Cuba for their solidarity with the Boliv-
ian people over the last year.

Bolivia's former president Evo Morales Monday assured from Buenos Aires

(Argentina) that "sooner or later" he will return to his country as he thanked the support



https://www.telesurenglish.net/news/Evo-Morales-MAS-Fulfilled-Its-Promise-It-Became-Millions-20201019-0008.html?utm_source=planisys&utm_medium=NewsletterIngles&utm_campaign=NewsletterIngles&utm_content=8
https://www.telesurenglish.net/news/Evo-Morales-MAS-Fulfilled-Its-Promise-It-Became-Millions-20201019-0008.html?utm_source=planisys&utm_medium=NewsletterIngles&utm_campaign=NewsletterIngles&utm_content=8
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of the Latin American progressive governments over the
last year.
"Bolivia was never alone. The governments of Mexico,

Argentina, Venezuela, and Cuba were a great support in

Evo Morales

these months of democratic absence in the country.

Thanks to them, | am alive today," Morales said.
He also thanked Pope Francis, who called him personally to congratulate him on the
resounding success of the Movement Towards Socialism (MAS).

For several weeks before the elections, the MAS militants "peacefully endured all the
provocations of the far-right-wing, which wanted us to mobilize and convulse to have a
pretext to postpone the elections," Morales added.

The political leader recognized the patient wait of the Bolivian people before the delay
in the elections' official results, which should be announced by the Supreme Electoral
Tribunal (TSE) this Monday.

"They knew that MAS would win with over 50 percent of the votes. However, they sus-
pended the Diffusion of Preliminary Results (Direpre) system one day before the elec-
tions," he condemned.

Morales recognized that the sacrifices and efforts of the people and the fellow govern-
ments have not been in vain. "With Luis Arce as president, Bolivia will move forward,
the country will regain its freedom."

This triumph "gives back hope to South America. From our small experience we will
help unite the region once again," the Socialist leader said.

"Today we can tell the world that MAS has fulfilled the promise it made a year ago:

We became millions," Morales concluded. Courtesy: teleSUR
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Donald Trump Starves Venezuela, Cuba to Win Votes in Florida
Jodie Evans:
Neither of the ruling parties in the United States has tried to end the electoral college
and the control that it gives the elite and the billionaire class.

It is three more weeks until November 3rd, the election day in the United States. Bal-

lots are already out
in California, but  that doesn’t
really matter because of the
electoral college.

Four years ago, California voted

4 million votes against Donald

Trump, so Joe Biden is already
counting on us. The electoral college was created by the white Founding Fathers to pro-
tect their private property when they were slaveholders.

They were too afraid that real democracy might interrupt their power. Nowadays, we are
still under that form, which is not a direct democracy like we are seeing in the streets
across the U.S. with the wuprising against George Floyd’s murder, yet an-
other flashpoint for activists in centuries of racism.

The votes are tallied for each State, and whoever gets the majority gets all the dele-
gates for that state. That margin is very close in only a few states we call the "swing
states", which are Michigan, Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, North Carolina, Arizona, and Flor-
ida.

That is why the Republican candidate Trump is trying to destroy Venezuela and Cuba.

He is trying to win votes in Florida. Can you imagine? Starving people to death to win
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a presidency?

Neither of the ruling parties in the United States has tried to end the electoral college
and the control that it gives the elite and the billionaire class.

Nor has either of the parties said anything about what they are going to do to help
70.000 homeless people in Los Angeles. They didn’t get their ballots by mail. They are
totally cut out of the process.

[courtesy: teleSUR]

Black Left Views on American Elections Matter

Arnold August :
"The only way for the Black working class in the U.S. to realize justice through presi-
dential elections is by waging a relentless struggle to build a formidable alternative
party to both capitalist, imperialist, Republican and Democratic parties.”
Netfa Freeman is an organizer for Pan-African Community Action and the Coordinating
Committee of the Black Alliance for Peace. He is also a radio talk-show host of the
popular D.C.-based Voices with Vision and an active supporter of the Cuban and Boli-
varian revolutions. In an exclusive online interview for teleSur from Washington D.C.,
Freeman asserted that the principal message he has for readers is: “The Black left per-
spective is that our struggle is for power.” In response to a question regarding illusions
about the Democratic Party as an alternative to the Trump/Republicans, he stated:
"The only way for the Black working class in the U.S. to realize justice through presi-
dential elections is by waging a relentless struggle to build a formidable alternative party
to both capitalist, imperialist, Republican and Democratic parties.”

He is of course referring to a party that includes all races.
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Everything Against the Two-Party System. Everything..

The “lesser evil” narrative is overbearingly and pervasively poisonous in U.S. politics. It
inevitably leads to a vicious and continuous ideological war, not restricted to presidential
election cycles. Freeman continues:

“Black people in the U.S. must once and for all reject the false notion of a lesser evil
between the candidates of those two parties. Both of them embrace and sustain geno-
cidal policies against people of African descent domestically and internationally. Unlike
Trump, the record of anti-Black policies that Joe Biden [as a Senator in Congress since
1972] has supported goes back to 1975: as a racist supporter of segregation and in
1994 co-authoring a ‘crime’ bill’' that helped to proliferate the mass incarceration of Black
and Brown people. While Biden was Vice President under Obama, the value of military
equipment transferred to domestic police departments increased by 2,400%,and has been

used primarily against Black and Brown communities.”

The “Lesser of Two Evils"? Some straight Talk..

When asked to elaborate further on the “lesser of two evils” pressure, his response
consisted of a stinging indictment of the U.S. political system:

‘| always say that an unspoken prerequisite for being president of the U.S. is being
able to bomb babies in another country and pretend that there are no political prisoners
in the U.S., while several have been languishing in prison since the 70s.”

Does his reference to “bombing babies” include the war Obama initiated in 2015 against
Yemen? Or was it only the tip of the iceberg that was revealed when a U.S.-
manufactured bomb killed 40 Yemeni infants? Who can forget the horrific scenes of the

bipartisan American war against Vietnam when the world witnessed women and babies
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lying in ditches after being massacred in Mai Lai by Marines? Freeman may use shock
tactics sometimes, but is it not valid to use such methods to shake up the smug ac-
ceptance of the two-party system and its corollary, “the lesser of two evils™?

Mainstream media and both corporate parties never mention the more than 50 political
prisoners in the U.S. The majority of them are Black and Indigenous, some were in-
volved in the Black Panther Party, Native movements and other revolutionary movements
in the 1960s and 70s, and more recently as a result of the demonstrations after the
police murder of the Black youth Mike Brown in Ferguson, Missouri (2014) and the
stand off in Standing Rock (2016) by Indigenous and their allies. In fact, they are the
survivors of the state’s assassination program carried out against their leaders. If there
is one people in the world who can fully appreciate the refusal of the American left to
overlook these political prisoners, who are festering and still resisting in the cruel and
violent jungle of the U.S. prison system, it is the Cuban people. The entire Cuban na-
tion, with the full support of countries such as Venezuela, refused to accept as inevita-
ble that the Cuban Five be abandoned.

Since the modern-day lynching of George Floyd in May, one of the most important vi-
sions arising out of the current rebellion is the following: the struggle in the U.S.
against the racist state cannot be separated from its imperialist wars abroad, as Free-
man graphically mentioned above. The most persecuted and oppressed population in the
U.S., African Americans, are currently in the very forefront of selflessly insisting that
there can be no peace in the U.S. unless there is peace for other peoples in the
world that are victims of U.S. aggression.

Malcolm X on the 2020 Presidential Elections

Was it not Martin Luther King Jr., in speeches given just before his assassination, who




ABEL | OCTOBER I 30

linked the domestic situation with the U.S. war against Viet-
nam? War, militarism, racism and MLK’'s concerns about
generalized across-the-board poverty are carefully censured

from the current debate being fostered by the ongoing re-

volt. The U.S. elite cynically retains only MLK’'s “l have a
dream” speech, thus conveniently white-washing his legacy

and soothing the conscience of liberals by providing them

with a buzz word for cooptation.

Similarly, Malcolm X is cited by liberals very vaguely as if his thinking and action were
some romantic notion of days gone by. However, his legacy carries on the in the minds
and hearts of millions of Americans of all races. Malcolm X spelled it out long ago:
"The white conservatives aren't friends of the Negro, but they at least don't try to hide
it. They are like wolves; they show their teeth in a snarl that keeps the Negro always
aware of where he stands with them. But the white liberals are foxes, who also show
their teeth to the Negro but pretend that they are smiling. The white liberals are more
dangerous than the conservatives; they lure the Negro, and as the Negro runs from the
growling wolf, he flees into the open jaws of the ‘smiling’ fox. One is the wolf, the
other is a fox. No matter what, they’ll both eat you.”

Fidel Castro knew who to meet during his visit to New York in 1960: he met with Mal-
colm X

However, let us leave the last word to a “neutral” expert on American politics: the non-
black but well-known Australian journalist Caitlin Johnstone.

“If these protests end it won't be because tyrants in the Republican Party like Donald

Trump succeed in making the case for beating them into silence with the U.S. military.
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It will be because liberal manipulators succeeded in co-opting and stagnating its momen-

tum.

[courtesy: teleSUR]

Mr. Des Dalton, President of Republican Shin Fein

Just a few brief words on Bobby Sands and the 1981 Hunger Strike. Myself, | was
nine years of age when | first heard of the hunger strike. And | was ten when Bobby

Sands died on the 2nd hunger strike and it was an event that had a profound impact

on myself, even $

pebann Feeun
vl of e dand guear
R

at that young \\_\'
age. | remember

even one in-

stance  attending |
a school play,

where the school

principal announced to all those in attendance as all of us stood for the lIrish National
Anthem that at that time, merely 100 miles away, young Irish men were currently in a
British jail dying in a hunger strike. And | even remember at that age as we stood for
the national anthem, those thoughts that were going through my head and that feeling. |
still remember feeling those goosebumps. And all of those events, needless to say, par-
ticularly the death of Bobby Sands and his nine comrades had a profound effect on me

and influenced my own political thinking. | came from a largely Republican household
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anyway and had developed a deep interest in Irish history but this event was seminal

to me and my development.

From there, my own political interest continued to develop and grow as | entered my
teenage years. | began to immerse myself more and more in Irish history and the cur-
rent events falling around me which ultimately ended with me joining the Republicans
and becoming a Republican activist. And so yes, the 1981 Hunger Strike was an event
that had a huge effect in Ireland and it was one of those events that had a lasting

impact.

| suppose that the struggle of Bobby Sands and his comrades was ultimately to deny
the British’s claim that this was not a political struggle and it was not a war of national
liberation but rather one of criminal enterprise. And that was one of the things that mo-
tivated the British government to remove the political status of the Republic prisoners, to
deny that they were political prisoners and deemed them criminals. By doing so, deem-
ing the wider struggle- criminal and that of course was something that Bobby Sands
and his comrades were not going to accept. There were previous hunger strikes in Ire-
land, going back to 1917 and a number of Irish Republican had died in the hunger

strike for that same right of political status.

So in 1981 when Bobby Sands and his comrades embarked on a hunger strike, they
knew very well that this was something that could likely lead to their deaths and sadly
it did for 10 of them. And the political nature of the struggle was emphasized all the

more by the election of Bobby Sands as a public representative and a parliamentary
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representative with over 30,000 votes in that famous bi-election in April 1981. And | em-
phasize that Sands was now the representative of the people and again underlining the
fact that it was a political struggle. And they were political prisoners essentially. And
that vindicated what they had been saying all along. Despite this, and despite the elec-
tions of Bobby Sands and the election of Kieran Doherty who was elected for County
Down as a TD, as a parliamentary representative, these men were allowed to die in
the hunger strike and this is one of the greatest crimes and one of the many crimes
committed by the British government in our country in which they would allow even
public representatives to die in hunger strikes. But despite that strike, ultimately the Brit-
ish government was forced to accept that these men were in fact political prisoners and

political status was restored to the H blocks.

And so 1981 for that reason is so important and stands out as a marker in Irish his-
tory and one that politicized a whole generation of Irish people and also reminded them
that British occupation of a part of that country was unfortunately not just history but,
also a part of current reality, as indeed it remains till this day. There are still political

prisoners in Ireland.

| would also like to extend solidarity to the Tamil people. It was always a struggle that
was closely followed by the Irish Republicans over the years and over the decades.
And it remains so to this day. Till date, we will certainly support the Tamil people and

the right to national sovereignty and to independence and autonomy.
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