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             ELECTIONS AND AFTER : 

    Thozhar Thiagu 

A new parliament has been elected in the island of Sri Lanka, 

giving two-thirds majority to the ruling party, the Sri Lanka Pod-

hujana Peramuna, another name for the political company of Ra-

japakshe and Brothers and Sons Private Limited. And family 

politics is not something new to Sri Lanka and so it is not the worst part of the story, particularly 

from the Tamil people‘s viewpoint. 

 

Even if the Rajapakshe clan had failed to secure the coveted two-thirds majority in the new Parlia-

ment there was going to be no hurdles to overcome in consolidating Sinhala supremacist rule and 

scuttling the Tamil endeavors for justice. As is well-known the Sinhala parties together would al-

ways enjoy two-thirds, or even three-fourths majority in the Assembly. The Tamils, or, say. the 

non-Sinhalese put together would always be in a pathetic minority. The Homeland Tamils, that is 

the Tamil people of the North and East, the Muslim Tamils who tend to consider themselves as a 

separate ethnic community distinct from the Tamil nationality, the plantation Tamils of the hill 

districts and the Tamils living in the Sinhala areas, all put together, again, are only a minority. 

Which is more or less reflected in the Parliamentary numbers. 

  

So it has always been, and will, given the present circumstances, always be a hopeless scenario for 

the Tamil community of Sri Lanka. 

 

Tamils have learnt through historical experience that the problems faced by Tamils are rooted in 

their loss of sovereignty to what is called the Sinhala majority. Yet it is not a question of majority 

vs. minority. If within the borders of the island of Sri Lanka the Sinhala people constitute a major-

ity, in Tamil Eelam, in the Noth and East, the Tamils are a clear majority. If you look at the Indian 

sub-continent as a whole the Sinhalese people are a minority, a smaller minority than even the 

Tamils. But this way of looking at things is a travesty of the facts of history and the principles of 

democracy. In a multi-ethnic, multi-racial or multi-national country or state, majoritarianism in the 

garb of democracy leads to discrimination and oppression. It only brings forth ethnocracy in the 

name of democracy, as is the case in Sri Lanka.   

 

We are reminded of the prophetic words of apprehension from Ponnambalam Ramanathan (1851-

1930) at the time of the introduction of universal adult franchise proposed in the Donoughmore 
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 Constitution the island then called Ceylon, a British colony: ―Donoughmore, Tamils no more.‖  

 

Generally speaking, universal adult franchise should be considered a great leap forward in advanc-

ing towards democracy, which was the case in western democracies, nation-states growing out of 

feudalism, monarchism and clericalism. Not in the island of Ceylon with a multi-ethnic demo-

graphic composition.  

 

In order to bring home this point we can point to another aspect of democracy. A dominion form 

of state giving way to a republic should be generally hailed as a triumph of democracy. All right, 

but in the case of Ceylon, the act of the Sirimao regime declaring it to be a Republic of Sri Lanka 

with a new Constitution was a retrograde step as it sought to remove the last vestiges of constitu-

tional safeguards for the minorities in the Soulbury Constitution – vide Article 29(2). The new Re-

publican Constitution made Sri Lanka a Unitary state, Sinhala the official language and Buddhism 

the privileged religion, thereby systemizing the discrimination against, and oppression of, Tamils. 

Yet Sri Lanka was in name a Republic, hold your breath, pledged to realize the objectives of a So-

cialist Democracy.  

 

We can draw a parallel here with South Africa. The white racist Union of South Africa declared 

its independence from the United Kingdom in 1934, only in order to systemize apartheid and com-

pletely enslave the Blacks. The Blacks of South Africa including the Africans saw through the 

game and opposed this kind of independence which implied white supremacism. Just as the 

Blacks of South Africa (Blacks in South African freedom vocabulary is an inclusive term uniting 

the Africans, the Colored and the Asians and  even the democratic-minded whites as allies) re-

jected the South African Independence Act of 1934, the Tamils of the island of Lanka united to 

reject the first Republican Constitution of Sri Lanka and walked out of the Constitutional 

Assembly, SJV Chelvanayakam, the father of the Tamil nation declaring it to be an un-

constitutional constituent assembly.  

Thanthai Chelva proved his point by resigning his seat in the Parliament and winning a 

much-delayed 1975 by-election from Kankesanthurai. The 1976 Vaddukoddai Resolu-

tion of the united Tamil parties and the democratic mandate for it given by the Tamil 

people in the 1977 general elections are by now part of history. The Tamils had no role 

in the 1978 adoption of the JR Jayawardene-initiated second Republican Constitution 

which was but a still further systemization of the Sinhala-Buddhist supremacism.  
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All these facts only go to prove that the Tamils are not historically bound by the suc-

cessive Constitutions of the Republic of Sri Lanka. The State of Sri Lanka is from the 

Tamil viewpoint an illegitimate one. The main political aspiration of the Tamil Nation 

is to retrieve its sovereignty, by exercising its inherent Right to Self-Determination. 

The 6th amendment to the Constitution forbade the Tamils even from peacefully cam-

paigning for their freedom. This was a situation which went to justify and give histori-

cal legitimacy to the more than three decades of armed struggle for the Liberation of 

Tamil Eelam.  

 

The State of Sri Lanka instead of respecting and accommodating the Tamil national as-

pirations only strove to unleash a literal genocide that culminated in the Mullivaikkal 

massacre of May 2009. The Tamil nation in spite of the Mullivaikkal disaster has lived 

to fight for remedial justice on the Homeland and in the Diaspora. The Tamil national 

question has been truly internationalized and the UNO has produced three Reports on 

the final stages of the civil war, reports whose findings, put together and set in histori-

cal background, go to substantiate the grave charge of genocide. The state of Sri Lanka 

has sought to withdraw from the international arena and has been trying to ignore the 

calls for justice quite like the proverbial cat closing its eyes and imagining the world to 

be dark.  

 

It was in such a background that the recent elections to the Parliament of Sri Lanka 

were held and Tamils could not ignore them as absolute nonsense. Now the election 

results are before us and the prime accused of the guilt of genocide are back to power 

with a vengeance. Even though the Tamil national question cannot by any stretch of 

imagination be solved in this Parliament, the mere arithmetic of numbers going against 

such a possibility, the open supporters and defenders of Tamil genocide occupying a 

overwhelming majority of seats is a real threat to democracy, peace, and any kind of 

reconciliation through justice. Yet this pigsty of a Parliament can and must be utilized 

even with a very small number of members who stand for a principled approach to the 

national question.  
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We have Justice CV Vigneswaran, former CM of the Northern province and the Chair-

man of the Tamil People‘s National Alliance (Tamil Makkal Dhesiya Koottani) and 

Gajendrakumar Ponnambalam, the President of the Tamil National People‘s Front 

(Tamil Dhesiya Makkal Munnani), the two who won the elections on the basis of the 

twin demands of independent international investigation into the crime of Tamil Geno-

cide and Referendum to find a political solution to decide the future of Tamils. Both of 

them are categorical in asserting the right to self-determination of the Tamil nation and 

the three cardinal principles of Tamil Homeland, Nationhood and Self-Determination. 

Added to these two is Selvarasa Kajenthiran of the TNPF entering Parliament through 

the national list. We have very high expectations from these Tamil representatives. 

There is also a good possibility of a few more Tamil and Muslim MPs to support them 

on principle as time progresses and the Sinhala lion bares its fangs more and more.  

 

Vigneswaran did well to go to Mullivaikkal to swear by the victims of genocide before 

starting his parliamentary career. He sounded very confident and convincing in his 

maiden speech in Parliament and made it a point to remind one and all that the Tamil 

people are entitled to the right to self-determination.  

 

Gajendrakumar also opened his innings like a seasoned parliamentarian that he is and 

refused to be diverted or shouted down when referring to the crimes of the Sri Lankan 

State. His objective interpretation of the election results gives a lot of hope on the fu-

ture of Tamil politics in the island. If the Sinhala voters gave their mandate in the South 

in favor of Sinhala consolidation the Tamil voters in the North and East gave their 
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 mandate for the rise of the Tamil nation irrespective of who won votes and seats. Well-

said! 

 

The Tamil parliamentarians can do well to take forward this trend and support the 

causes that the Tamil nation in the Homeland and in the Diaspora is fighting for. They 

only know too well that mass struggles are primary and provides substance to parlia-

mentary work. By combining parliamentary and non-parliamentary forms of struggle 

the Tamil national movement can regain lost ground and make giant strides by giving 

hope to the Tamil people across the globe.  

 

As the elections are over and there is not going to be another election in the near future 

there is a valid ground for reviving the Tamil People‘s Forum, (Tamil Makkal Peravai) 

consisting of the Tamil parties and movements and civil society organizations and also 

concerned citizens, and carrying forward the good work done in the past.  

The Tamil MPs can have three main objectives in their parliamentary work: 

 

1) Building up a case for justice for Tamil genocide and other international crimes 

committed by the State of Sri Lanka and always keeping the topic alive not only in the 

island but on the international plane. Uniting the Tamil community behind the demands 

of instituting an independent international investigation or referring Sri Lanka to the 

International Court of Justice and referendum for a lasting political solution.  

 

2) Building bridges with the Tamil Muslim people, standing with them against the Sin-

hala chauvinists, securing their confidence by removing their valid fears and making 

them feel secure in the Tamil Nation and strengthening the perspective of Tamil soli-

darity with them.  

 

3) Supporting the Sinhala democratic forces and the Sinhala masses in their fight 

against the authoritarian measures of the Rajapakshe regime without ever compromis-

ing on the Tamil demands. 
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 It goes without saying that the Tamil MPs should always be alert to take care of the im-

mediate problems of the Tamil people and do their best to solve them by all means. Let 

them not be overawed by the Sinhala supremacist and Tamil conciliationist MPs sur-

rounding them and always remember that the Tamil world and the inexorable of dialec-

tics of history are with them.  

 

Enforced Disappearances in Kashmir: A State’s Denial and a Community’s Agony 

Article by Zeenish Imroz and Zulkiflah Shakeel 
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 (The writers are second year media students at Government College for Women, Srinagar, and 

are presently interning with Video Volunteers.) 

 

  

At least 8,000 families in Kashmir have lost their loved ones to enforced disappearances at the 

behest of the Indian armed forces. But the state refuses to acknowledge the problem and take ac-

tion. 

 

Growing up, I did not know what rape was, but I knew that it was something horrible that could 

happen to me. I also knew that I had to be scared of men in uniforms as they could rape me. Left 

alone in a car while my mother stepped out to get groceries, I remember shuddering at the sight of 

an army vehicle and locking all the doors and windows, doing all that a 10 year old could do to 

protect herself, at the risk of suffocating. 

 

Such is the grip of fear over the people of Kashmir, and even children are not immune to it. Being 

the most militarized zone in the world, Kashmir has witnessed killings, enforced disappearances, 

torture cases, rapes and other brutalities by the Indian armed forces over the decades. 

 

August 30 marks the International Day of the Victims of Enforced Disappearances. According to 

the United Nations, an enforced disappearance occurs when people are arrested, detained or ab-

ducted against their will by the state, or groups and individuals acting on behalf or, with support 

from the state; followed by a refusal to disclose the whereabouts of the person. 

In Kashmir, there have been more than 8000 cases of enforced and involuntary disappearances 

between 1989 and 2009, according to the Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons (APDP), 

a collective of family members who campaign against enforced disappearances and are in search 

of their loved ones. The government, however, pegs the number of enforced disappearances at 

4,000. This discrepancy in the number of enforced disappearances has been highlighted by the Of-

fice of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) in its first ever report on the 

status of human rights in Kashmir released in June 2018. However, the Indian govern-

ment rejected the report. ―Enforced disappearances are a weapon of war. They are used to neutral-

ize armed resistance against the state and their sympathizers. It is a global problem and not re-

stricted to a specific region. Disappearances not only silence opponents but also create uncertainty 

and fear in the wider community,‖  says Parvez Imroz, a human rights activist who has extensively 

worked on researching and documenting enforced disappearances through his organisation, the 

Jammu and Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS). ―Since the Spanish civil war in 1936, 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/ranisingh/2016/07/12/kashmir-in-the-worlds-most-militarized-zone-violence-after-years-of-comparative-calm/#1ee4d4063124
https://jkccs.files.wordpress.com/2017/05/structures-of-violence-e28093-main-report.pdf
https://jkccs.files.wordpress.com/2017/05/structures-of-violence-e28093-main-report.pdf
http://apdpkashmir.com/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2007/02/15/india-investigate-all-disappearances-kashmir
https://www.hrw.org/news/2007/02/15/india-investigate-all-disappearances-kashmir
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/IN/DevelopmentsInKashmirJune2016ToApril2018.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/IN/DevelopmentsInKashmirJune2016ToApril2018.pdf
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/india-rejects-un-report-on-rights-violation-in-kashmir-as-fallacious/articleshow/64585947.cms
http://jkccs.net/
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 enforced disappearances have taken place worldwide and are not restricted to non-democratic 

countries, but also used by democratic countries to suppress political dissent‖, says Imroz. 

 

According to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, when an enforced disappear-

ance is committed as part of a widespread or systematic attack directed at any civilian population, 

it qualifies as a crime against humanity, depriving an individual of their fundamental rights. An 

enforced disappearance violates an individual‘s right to liberty, right to freedom from torture, right 

to a fair trial, right to equal protection and right to presumption of innocence. 

Families of those who have been subjected to enforced disappearances also suffer economically 

because in most cases, the breadwinner of the family is targeted. Wives and children of the disap-

peared especially suffer from mental health conditions caused by uncertainty around the the vic-

tims‘ whereabouts and their own future. 

 

The wives of the disappeared persons, referred to as ‗half-widows‘, are exempted from state wel-

fare schemes such as the widow pension scheme. At the same time, they are also excluded from 

the ownership of property by patriarchal customs in South Asia, including dominant interpreta-

tions of Islamic law that mandate that a woman gets her share of property only when her husband 

is declared dead.   

 

From Parveena Ahangar, whose wait for her son gave birth to the Association of Parents of Disap-

peared Persons, to Mughlee who died waiting for her son, nearly 200,000 relatives of  victims of 

enforced disappearances have been working tirelessly to trace their missing ones. For the family 

and friends of people who have allegedly been  abducted by the Indian military and paramilitary 

forces, the mental anguish is unending. ―Burial and cremation resolve the internal conflict but dis-

appearance creates open-ended distress; even a traumatic death is less distressful. While the death 

of someone is like a scar, disappearances are like chronic non-healing ulcers affecting the psychol-

ogy of the people and suppressing their will,‖ says Srinagar-based psychiatrist Dr. Majid Shafi 

Shah. 

The United Nations adopted the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from 

Enforced Disappearance in 2006 as a legally binding instrument to prevent enforced disappear-

ances. Although India has been a signatory to the convention since 2007, it has not ratified it even 

now, 11 years later. The Prevention of Enforced Disappearances Bill, 2017 was introduced in the 

Rajya Sabha in December 2017. 

 

https://www.icc-cpi.int/nr/rdonlyres/add16852-aee9-4757-abe7-9cdc7cf02886/283503/romestatuteng1.pdf
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/asia/2013/09/dilemma-kashmir-half-widows-201392715575877378.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/asia/2013/09/dilemma-kashmir-half-widows-201392715575877378.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/asia/2013/09/dilemma-kashmir-half-widows-201392715575877378.html
http://www.videovolunteers.org/enforced-disappearances-in-kashmir/
https://thekashmirwalla.com/2014/05/mothers-day-waiting-sons-return-7-mothers-died-five-years/
http://164.100.24.219/BillsTexts/RSBillTexts/AsIntroduced/enforced-E-151217.pdf
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 In the absence of a law, families often lodge ―missing persons‖ complaints with the police to trace 

those who might have been subjected to enforced disappearance. The crime categorizations com-

monly used in the record books include ―abduction‖, ―kidnapping‖ or ―wrongful confinement‖. To 

top that, controversial laws like the Armed Forces (Jammu & Kashmir) Special Powers Act of 

1990, the Disturbed Areas Act of 1976 which was extended to  Jammu and Kashmir in 1992, the 

Jammu and Kashmir Public Safety Act of 1978 and Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act of 1967 

grant impunity to more than 700,000 personnel of the Indian armed forces. While the presence of 

armed forces in popular culture is associated with a sense of safety, in Kashmir, armed personnel 

create an environment of fear and insecurity. 

 

In 2005, APDP unearthed the widespread existence of graves-with-no-names. In Baramulla 

alone, the total number of such graves is 940.  On July 10, 2008, the European Parliament passed a 

resolution lending support for the investigations into the discovery of mass graves and enforced 

disappearances. ―But the Indian state cited lack of technology, expertise and human resources as 

the reason for not conducting the investigation, even though the European Parliament had offered 

financial assistance to take it forward,‖says Kartik Murukutla, a lawyer associated with APDP. 

In 2009, International People‘s Tribunal on Human Rights and Justice in Indian-Administered 

Kashmir released a second report in which 2,700 mass graves were found and investigated in 

Baramulla, Bandipora and Kupwara districts of Kashmir. The Jammu and Kashmir State Human 

Rights Commission (SHRC) in 2009 took suo moto cognizance of the report and a special investi-

gation team (SIT) led by a Senior Superintendent of Police was constituted to conduct an enquiry. 

The SIT, in its report, confirmed the presence of 2,730 unidentified bodies buried across 37 sites 

in the three districts of north Kashmir. ―To stop the misuse of powers under AFSPA, the Public 

Safety Act and the Disturbed Areas Act, it is extremely important that wherever a person is killed, 

whether he is a militant (or innocent killed during cross firing) his or her identification profile 

should be maintained properly,‖  the report said. 

 

The only formal response from the Government to the SHRC was in the form of an Action Taken 

Report [ATR] dated 13 August 2012, denying the existence of the unmarked graves and saying 

that the unidentified bodies buried in the unmarked graves belong to foreign and local militants. 

The Ministry of Home Affairs refused to accept the recommendations of the SHRC. Besides, they 

also said they don‘t have enough laboratories to carry out the investigation process. 

In November 2017, the SHRC once again asked the Jammu & Kashmir government to investi-

gate at least 2,080 unmarked mass graves, this time in the Poonch and Rajouri districts of Jammu. 

But there has neither been a probe nor an Action Taken Report from the government. The state‘s 

https://jkccs.files.wordpress.com/2017/05/facts-under-ground-first-report-on-mass-graves-in-kashmir.pdf
https://jkccs.files.wordpress.com/2017/05/buried-evidence-_report-on-mass-graves.pdf
https://kafilabackup.files.wordpress.com/2011/08/shrc.pdf
http://archive.tehelka.com/story_main54.asp?filename=Ne271012TRUTH.asp
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/11/india-ordered-probe-3800-mass-graves-kashmir-171103114819966.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/11/india-ordered-probe-3800-mass-graves-kashmir-171103114819966.html


ABEL | AUGUST | 12 

 

 inaction prompted the JKCCS to file a petition in the SHRC in August this year, asking the SHRC 

to approach the High Court to seek implementation of its 2011 and 2017 orders. The SHRC will 

next hear the case on September 17, 2018. 

 

The government‘s continued refusal to comply with the SHRC‘s recommendations gives impunity 

to and protects the perpetrators of violence. It also reflects the state‘s reluctance to acknowledge 

the very existence of enforced disappearances, a culpable offence. For thousands of families look-

ing for closure and justice, such a response from the state only aggravates their grief. It further 

deepens the sense of distrust for generations of Kashmiris who live in the constant fear of being 

raped, murdered or tortured for speaking up against the oppression and impunity and what many 

in Kashmir would say ‗occupation of the region‘. It is time for the state to hold the armed forces 

accountable, repeal laws that give them impunity, and investigate the mass graves as ordered by 

the State Human Rights Commission. 

 

“The mass disappearance of those who surrendered at the end of the 

war is a clear indication of the institutionalization of the practice of 
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enforced disappearances in Sri Lanka. The State’s concealment of the 

fate, whereabouts and information of the disappeared person triggers 

criminal responsibility.” 

“Sri Lanka has one of the world’s highest number of disappearances, 

with a backlog of between 60,000 and 100,000 alleged disappearances 

since the late 1980s. Given the lack of accountability for these cases, 

Amnesty International has noted that there is no shortage of exam-

ples of thwarted justice in Sri Lanka.” 

     - Amnesty International 

—————————————————————————————- 

AGONY OF BEING IN THE DARK  

The family members, relatives and friends of the disappeared are suffering the un-

told agony of not even knowing the fate of their dear ones: Are they still alive, 

somehow somewhere? Or if dead, which is the most probable fate, how did they 

meet with their fatal end? A mother not knowing what happened to her son, a wife 

not knowing what happened to her husband, a daughter not knowing what happened 

to her father and everyone hoping against hope that someday somehow the missing 

would reappear alive… to be dead is rather better than to be bereaved and to be be-

reaved is really better than to be in the dark about the fate of one‘s beloved.  

 

ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES  

Overview 

Victims of enforced disappearance are people who have literally disappeared; from their loved 
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 ones and their community. They go missing when state officials (or someone acting with state 

consent) grabs them from the street or from their homes and then deny it, or refuse to say where 

they are. Sometimes disappearances may be committed by armed non-state actors, like armed op-

position groups. And it is always a crime under international law. 

These people are often never released and their fate remains unknown. Victims are frequently tor-

tured and many are killed, or live in constant fear of being killed. They know their families have 

no idea where they are and that there is little chance anyone is coming to help them. Even if they 

escape death and are eventually released, the physical and psychological scars stay with them. 

The Problem 

Tool of terror 

Enforced disappearance is frequently used as a strategy to spread terror within society. The feeling 

of insecurity and fear it generates is not limited to the close relatives of the disappeared, but also 

affects communities and society as a whole. 

 

A global issue 

Once largely used by military dictatorships, disappearances now happen in every region in the 

world and in a wide range of contexts. They are commonly carried out in internal conflicts, par-

ticularly by governments trying to repress political opponents or by armed opposition groups. 

Who is at risk? 

Human rights defenders, relatives of those already disappeared, key witnesses and lawyers seem 

to be particular targets. 

Agony and danger for families 

Family and friends of people who have disappeared experience slow mental anguish. Not knowing 

whether their son or daughter, mother or father is still alive. Not knowing where he or she is being 

held, or how they are being treated. Searching for the truth may put the whole family in great dan-

ger. Not knowing if their loved one will ever return often leaves their relatives living in limbo. 

Men most targeted, women lead the struggle 

Globally, the vast majority of victims of enforced disappearance are men. However, it is women 

who most often lead the struggle to find out what happened in the minutes, days and years since 

the disappearance – putting themselves at risk of intimidation, persecution and violence. 

On top of this, the disappeared person is often the family‘s main breadwinner, the only one able to 

cultivate the crops or run the family business. This is then made even worse by some national laws 

that don‘t let you draw a pension or receive other support without a death certificate. 

 

Arbitrary detention 
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 Many victims of enforced disappearance have been arbitrarily arrested or detained – in other 

words, arrested or detained without a warrant of arrest. 

 

Torture 

A disappeared person is also at a high risk of torture since they are placed completely outside the 

protection of the law. A victim‘s lack of access to legal remedies puts them in a terrifying situation 

of complete defencelessness. Victims of enforced disappearance are also at heightened risk of 

other human rights violations, such as sexual violence or even murder. 

———————————————————————————————————————- 

Disappearances Convention 

The International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappear-

ance came into effect in 2010. It aims to prevent enforced disappearances, uncover the truth when 

they do happen and make sure survivors and victims‘ families receive justice, truth and reparation. 

The Convention is one of strongest human rights treaties ever adopted by the UN. Unlike other 

crimes under international law, such as torture, enforced disappearances were not prohibited by a 

universal legally binding instrument before the Convention came into force in 2010. 

The Convention provides a definition of the crime of enforced disappearance and outlines neces-

sary state action in order to both prevent the occurrence of the crime and to allow for the investi-

gation and prosecution of those who perpetrate it. 

Implementation of the Convention is monitored by the Committee on Enforced Disappearances 

(CED). At the time of ratifying or acceding to the Convention, or even later, a state may declare 

that it recognizes the competence of CED to receive and consider communications from or on be-

half of victims or other states parties. The CED also provides authoritative interpretations of the 

Convention. 

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ri_Fmc25thqNfElvyW6GvI1CleyMNkFQ/view?usp=sharing  

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CED/Pages/ConventionCED.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CED/Pages/ConventionCED.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ri_Fmc25thqNfElvyW6GvI1CleyMNkFQ/view?usp=sharing
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    ”ொிளையும் பிர் முளைிலே!” 
                    ல ோர்.  ிோகு 
இந் நூற்நாண்டின் முல் இணிப்ன ிிணத்துக்கு நரிட்டது. இந் 



ABEL | AUGUST | 27 

 

 இணிப்னக்கு ீி பதறுது ீண்டும் இப்தடிநார் அனம் உனகில் எவ்ிணத்துக்கும் 
நரிடால் டுப்தற்கு இன்நிமாது. ஆகந, பகட்ட நதாரிடும் உனமக 
நபாடு சாய்த்து னிநார் உனகு காணும் குநிக்நகாள் இன்மந ிமனில் 
ீிக்காண ிர் நதாாட்டத்ில் ங்கி ிற்கிநது.  

 
ிிணிப்ன முள்பிாய்க்கால் பதமம்தடுபகாமனநாடு முடிந்து 

ிடில்மன. கட்டமப்தில் இணிப்ன ிர் ாகத்ில் பாடர்ந்ந மகிநது, 
இணிப்தின் ச்சு ிமகள் இனங்மகத் ீில் சிங்கபப் நதரிணாம் 
அிகாத்துக்கு ந் ாள் முநன தூப்தட்டு ிட்டண. குடிமரிமப் தநிப்ன, 
ாக்குரிமப் தநிப்ன, பாிமரிமப் தநிப்ன,  கல்ிமரிமப் தநிப்ன, நூனக எரிப்ன, 
ினப் தநிப்ன, இணப் தாகுதாடு, இண டுக்குமுமந, இணம, அச தங்காம் 
என்று தனாநாண ிமனகபிலும் தனாநாண கட்டங்கபிலும் முமபிட்டு 
கிமபிட்டு பர்ந்து முள்பிாய்க்கானில் முற்நி படித்துான் முள்பிாய்க்கால் 
அனம். 

ிிணிப்னக்கு ஈடுபசய் ீி பதறுல் என்தது இணிப்னக் குற்நம், 
நதார்க்குற்நம், ாந்க் குனத்துக்கு எிாண குற்நம் ஆகி தன்ணாட்டுனகப் 
பதமங்குற்நங்கள் னரிந்நாம ீிின் முன் ிறுத்ித் ண்டிப்தது ட்டுல்ன. 
ீண்டும் இப்தடிநார் அனம் நரிடால் டுப்தற்குரி அசில் ீர்வு காண்ததும் 
ஆகும். இணிப்னக்குத் ற்சார்தாண தன்ணாட்டுப் னனணாய்வு, அசில் ீர்வுக்குப் 
பதாதுாக்பகடுப்ன என்ந நகாரிக்மககமபத் ிிணம் ந குனில் எழுப்தி 
மகிநது.  

ிீத் நசத்ின் ாழ்வு னாற்றுக் காங்கபால் இண்டாகக் கிமப 
திரிந்து ிற்கிநது. இனங்மகத் ீின் டக்கு கிக்காக அமந்துள்ப ாகம், 
திற்றுக்கக்காண ாடுகபில் தடர்ந்து ிரிந்துள்ப னனம்பதர் ிழுனகம் -- இந் 
இண்டும் நசர்ந்ந இன்மந ிீத் நசம் என்னும் அசில் குமுகம். 
ாகத்ில் அடக்குண்டு டுக்குண்டு ாழும் க்கபின் அா நதாாட்டத்துக்குரி 
பபிம ஏற்தடுத்ிக் பகாடுக்கும் பதாறுப்ன தன்ணாட்டங்கில் இங்கிடும் னனம்பதர் 
ிர்க்குண்டு. இந் இண்நடாடும் மூன்நாம் முகன்மக் கபாகத் ாய்த் 
ிழ்ாடும் இமகிநது.  

 
ன்நம இனட்சம் உிர்கமப அித்துப் நதார் பற்நி கண்ட இாசதட்நசக்கள் 

சிங்கப க்களுக்குப் பதற்றுக் பகாடுத்து ன்றுில்மன. ிீக் கணம 
ந்ிக்கடனில் மூழ்கடித்து ிட்டாக அர்கள் குடித் ணப்தாலும் ிரிந்து ிட்டது. 
ிழ் க்கபின் நதாாட்டங்கமப டுக்கநா டுக்கநா முடிால் சிங்கப அசு 
நாற்று ிட்டது. இண்டாாக, ிழ் க்கள் ஏற்கும் தடிாண அசில் ீர்வு 
எமமம் அணால் முன்மக்கக் கூட முடிில்மன. 

2009 ந ாத்ில் ஐா ாந்வுரிமப் நதமில் ல்னாட்சி 
ஆற்நல்கபின் தாாட்டும் ாழ்த்தும் பதற்ந சிங்கப அசு இந்ப் திநணாாண்டுகபில் 
அடிநல் அடி ாங்கி ஐா அங்மக ிட்நட ஒட்டம் திடிக்கும் ிமன ஏற்தட்டுள்பது. 
மூன்று ஐா அநிக்மககளும் இந் அநிக்மககளுக்காகத் ிட்டப்தட்ட சான்நிங்களும் 
சிநினங்காின் ிற்நில் கட்டி குண்டுகநப நதாலும்!  

ிீ ிடுமன ம னாற்றுத் நமாக ம்முன் எழுந்து ிற்கிநது. 
ாகத்ிலும் னனம்பதர் ிழுனகிலும் ிீத் நசம் இந் இனக்கு நாக்கி 
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 இடர்ிகு ீண்ட நதாாட்டத்ில் ஈடுதட்டுள்பது. ாமணமம் அநிவுப் தமடகனன் 
ஏந்ி ிற்கும் கபப் நதாாபிகள் என்ந உர்நாடு இங்க நண்டும்.  

ஆறு என்நால் ி, னாறு என்நால் ந் ி! ந் ி 
பரிானுக்குப் நதாகும் ி னனப்தடாது. ம் னாற்நின் சாநம் என்ண? 
டுக்குமுமந பாடங்கி நதாந அற்பகிாண உரிமப் நதாாட்டமும் பாடங்கி 
ிட்டது. சற்பநாப்த கால் நூற்நாண்டுக் கானம் ிீம் அந  னிமநாடு 
அமிிில் நதாாடிது. ந்ம பசல்ா அடுத்டுத்து சிங்கபத் 
மனர்கநபாடு ப்தந்ங்கபில் ப்திட்டார். ப்திட்ட ம உனமமுன்நத 
ப்தந்ங்கள் கிித்பநிப்தட்டண.  

 
சிங்கபப் நதரிணாம் பன்நலும் பகட்டிப்தட்டுச் பசன்நது. சணாகத்ின் 

பதால் இணாகம்  இறுகி, 1972ஆம் ஆண்டு சிநினங்கக் குடிசாக அன் 
அசமப்தாக டிபடுத்து. அந கானத்ில்ான் ிிமபஞர்கபின் ஆமப் 
நதாாட்டச் சிந்மணமம் அமப்ன டிபடுத்து என்தது ற்பசனன்று. ிீ 
க்கபின் அசில் நாிமண பய்ப்தடச் பசய்மம் னாற்றுப் பதாறுப்ன 
இபந்நாள்களுக்கு பல்ன ாநத் பாடங்கிது. இன் ம பபிப்தாடுான் னி 
ிழ்ப் னனிகபின் திநப்ன.  

ிீ க்கபின் உரிமப் நதாாட்ட னாறு அமடகாத்துப் பதாநித் 
அணற்குஞ்சுகபாய்ப் னநப்தட்டு ிடுமன ாணில் சிநகு ிரித் ம்தி திதாகனும் 
அர்ம் நார்களும் எப்தடி இந்ப் நதாாட்டத்மத் பாடுத்ார்கள் என்ந 
பய்க்கமம அகி எழுத்நாிாக்கித் மகிநது னனிகபின் எழுச்சி என்ந 
இந்க் குறுநூல்.  

சிநி அபினாண ம நசி இணம் பதமம்தமடநாடு ஆய்ந்ரித்து 
ிற்கும் பகாடுங்நகால் அமச எிர்த்து ிற்கவும் எழுந்து நதாாடவும் ஏற்ந டிாக 
பகரில்னா எணப்தடும் கந்டிப் நதார்முமநம னாறு இணங்காட்டிது. 
ிீத்ிலும் கமிப் நதாாட்டம் இப்தடித்ான் பாடங்கிற்று. முல் ாக்குலுக்கு 
முன்நத குப்தி கடித்து ாண்ட பதான். சிக்குான், அல்திட் துமப்தாம 
ழீ்த்ிக் கக்மக பாடங்கி அந்ச் பசம்னள்பி, அினிமந்து பாடங்கி 
அடுத்டுத்து மடபதற்ந ாக்குல்கள் தட்டினிடப்தடுகின்நண.  

னி ிழ்ப் னனிகள் ிீ ிடுமனப் னனிகபாகப் னத்பழுச்சி பதற்ந அந 
1976ஆம் ஆண்டு அந ந ிங்கள்ான் ிீத் ணிசு நகாமம் ட்டுக் நகாட்மட 
ீர்ாணமும் இற்நப்தட்டது. இந்த் ீர்ாணத்துக்கு 1977 பதாதுத் நர்னில் பதற்ந 
க்கபாமமத்ான் மனர் திதாகன் னனிகபின் கமிப் நதாாட்டத்துக்குரி 
னாற்று ிாாக எடுத்துக்காட்டிணார்.  

ிீ ிடுமனப் னனிகபது பர்ச்சிின் எிபானிாக 1978ஆம் ஆண்டு 
பெர்த்ணா அசு தங்காத் மடச் சட்டம் பகாண்டுந்து. ிர் 
ாகத்ில் சிங்கபப்தமட குிக்கப்தட்டது. ’ஆி’ம எிர்த்து க்கபின் உிமம் 
ாணமும் காக்கும் ிநன் துக்நகந்ி இமபஞர்களுக்கு ட்டுந இமந்து. 
தமகணின் இக்கில்னா அக்கத்ணத்துக்கு ஈடுபகாடுக்கும் ல்னம ிீ 
ிடுமனப் னனிகமபமம் ம்தி திதாகணின் மனமமமம் உறுிதட ிறுிது, 
ிழ்ாட்டின் ாக்கு அசில் அண்மணத் மனாக்கிது என்நால், 
ிீத்ின் துக்கு அசில் ம்திமத் மனாக்கிது, 

ஆய்க் குழுக்கள் அமணத்ிலும் மனர் திதாகன் மனமினாண 
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 ிீ ிடுமனப் னனிகள் பகாள்மகமறுிாலும் பசல்ிநணாலும் முற்பதமம் 
தமடாக முகிழ்த்ம இந்ச் சித்ித்ினூடாக ம்ால் காமுடிகிநது. ிமபமம் 
திர் முமபிநன என்தற்கிங்க உனகம் ிந் பதமம் ிடுமனப் தமடாகப் 
னனிகள் னர்ந்ன் அடிப்தமடம அப்நதாந ம்ால் கா முடிகிநது.    

1982 ம்தர் 27ஆம் ாள் ீச் சாிமணத் ழுி பனப்டிணண்ட் சங்கர் 
ிீ ிடுமனப் னனிகபின் முல் ாரீ்ர். இன்நபவும் அதுந ிழுனகம் 
பகாண்டாடும் ாரீ்ர் ாள்.  

தம அசில் மனம அடிநாடு ிப்திந்து நதாாபிகபின் கானம் 
பாடங்கி ிட்டன் அமடாபாக 1983 ந உள்பாட்சித் நர்ல் னநக்கிப்ன 
அமந்து, ாக்குப்திவு டந்து பகாண்டிமந் நதாந சிங்கப அசப்தமடிணர் ீது 
னனிப்தமடின் ாக்குல் ன்று இடம்பதற்நது. 

அடுத்டுத் ஆய்த் ாக்குல்கள் எனும் ிகழ்ச்சிப் நதாக்கின் 
பகாடுமுடிாகத்ான் 1983 ெூமன 23ஆம் ாள் ிமபல்நனி ிநிப்னத் ாக்குல் 
இடம்பதற்நது. தின்மூன்று சிங்கபப் தமடிணர் உிரிப்தில் முடிந் இந் 
னாற்றுச் சிநப்னிக்க ாக்குனில் னனிகள் ப்தில் மனமநற்றுக் கபாடி 
பனப்டிணண்ட் பசல்னக்கிபி ீச் சாமடந்ார். 

ிமபல்நனித் ாக்குனில் தங்நகற்று ீ னாறு தமடத் னனிப் 
தமடிில் பதி கிட்டுவும் இமந்ார். அந அது குநித்துப் தமடத் 
எழுத்நாிம் இச்சிறுநூனில் முத்ாய்ப்தாக இடம்பதறுது சிநப்ன. ாக்குல் 
காபானி ஏதும் இல்மன என்ந குமநம நர் பசய்து நதால் இந் 
எழுத்நாிம் அமந்துள்பது. அன்று ம்திாகந அநிப்தட்டிமந் மனர் 
திதாகன் உள்பிட்ட வ்பாமம னனிீமம் ஆற்நி தங்கிமணமம், ாக்குல் 
டந் ித்மமம் பதி கிட்டு பசால்னச் பசால்ன ாம் நரில் தார்க்கும் உர்வு 
பதறுகிநநாம். ான் எதுவும் முன்கூட்டிச் பசால்னில்மன, ாசகந தடித்நிட்டும்.  

எத்மக ீம்! எத்மக ஈகம்! குமிால் எழுி சரித்ிம் 
ணீ்நதாகனாது. அந் ீத்துக்கும் ஈகத்துக்கும் பசாந்ாணர்கள் திநந் அந 
ிணத்ில் திநந்நாம் என்ந பதமிம் ம் அமணர்க்கும் நண்டும். அற்கும் 
நநன அர்கள் ரித்துக் பகாண்ட குநிக்நகாளுக்காண நதாாட்டத்மத் ின்மண 
ம்ிடம் மகபித்ிமப்தம நால் தம் பாடர்நாம்! கபத்துக்கும் 
கானத்துக்கும் ஏற்தப் நதாாட்ட டிங்கள் ாநிமள்பண. ஆணால் ிடுமன 
இனக்கில் ாற்நில்மன. அந் இனக்கு நாக்கி தத்ில் இக்குறுநூல் ம 
மகிபக்காக பிமட்டும். நலும் தன மகிபக்குகளும் ட்டுந! 

அன்னம் ாழ்த்தும்! 
ிாகு,  
பதாதுச்பசனாபர்,       
ிழ்த் நசி ிடுமன இக்கம், ிழ்ாடு.  
thozharthiagu.chennai@gmail.com 
பசன்மண 17/07/2020  
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ri_Fmc25thqNfElvyW6GvI1CleyMNkFQ/view?usp=sharing  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ri_Fmc25thqNfElvyW6GvI1CleyMNkFQ/view?usp=sharing
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இருமோிலடு  

இ ழ்; 3: 2020 ஆகஸ்ட் 25  

       காால் ஆக்கப்தட்டர் 

ோ ிரு முளை          

சிைப்போசிரிர்: ல ோர்  ிோகு ஆசிரிர்: ஆறுமுகம் லகோபோல்                                           
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ொடிொளப்பு: ல ோர் சந் ோ 

                    +14167669544 

        abelfortnightly@gmail.com 
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