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Untouchables to use a certain road to
which they were forbidden entry. Its
moral pressure and the spirit of righ-
teous assertion had a tremendous effect,
and the orthodox Hindus, for a while,
regained their civic sense and sanity,
and the road was thrown open to the
untouchables”

.. Ambedkar was watching these
developments very carefully. He referred
to the Vaikam struggle, a few months
later, very touchingly in one of his
editorials, on the eve of the Mahad
satyagraha. These were notable events.
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“..But the most outstanding event of the year
(1924) concerning the struggle of the Depressed
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vancore State for vindicating the rights of the
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arge population of Indians living in the United States of

America seem to take potshots at the right-wing politics

that’s dictating American politics and policy making. They

detest that religion-based, right-wing conservatism EVEN
has a place in politics in this advanced age and time.

Tea Party & KKK - When Tea Party started emerging as the
right wing rural mouth piece in America, many Indians who lived here
stayed as far as possible from the Tea Party. When the Sarah Palins and
the Michelle Bachman’s opened their mouths, many Indians cringed
and couldn’trelate to anything they ever said. In plain and simple words,
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their discourse was religious stupidity and
white supremacist, for many Indians who live
here. They couldn’t stand the hatred and
religious conservatism that even defies
fundamental science like evolution theory. The
vitriol of white supremacy that’s carried
through Tea Party, KKK are perceived and
criticized as the very opposite of the “values”
of an Indian living in America.

Red States Vs. Blue States -
During the past election cycles, America
clearly looked like a country divided in Red
States vs Blue States. It didn’t matter who is
running, Republicans won Red States and
Democrats won Blue States. Elections were
merely aformality in those states. The few toss
up states is where the campaigns and events
happened. Indians seemed to be proud of the
factthatthered state/blue state conceptdidn’t
seemtoexistinthe supposedly “United” India.

The “Other” Face:

The same Indians, when it comes to

1 0 The common sense -FEB.2018

What
makes

us

Indians

to be so
easily

and
naturally
Hypocrites.

e

Indian politics, seem to take a softer and
favorable stand to the Right-Wing Hindu
Conservative Politics that’s growing rampantly
in India like Cancer. The mouths that took
potshots atthe Right-Wing Politicsin USAcan
now be heard singling praises of the same
brand of politics followed by the Hindutva
zealots of RSS and Sangh Parivar.

RSS & Sangh Parivar-RSSideology
is very similar to Tea Party, establishing
nationalism and religious conservatism as the
“only rhetoric” of politics in India. Sangh Parivar
spreads Hindu Supremacy just like KKK is
planting the seeds of hatred and spreading
White Supremacy. The shocking trend of
Indians, those who are especially from the
North, is the dichotomy in their ideology in
opposing what is happening in the USA and
supporting what'’s transpiring in India blindly.

Saffron States Vs. Others - The
majority of North India has now become
Saffron States, no differentthan the red states
of USA. Indians who denigrated and vilifieg

the concept of Red States are more and more
accepting of the Saffron State reality of North
India. The underlying hypocrisy of being
Indians, the majority from the north, stand
exposed with their two-faced approach to
being against one system in one country but
supporting the EXACT same systeminanother
country.

What makes us Indians to be so easily
and naturally Hypocrites?

* We admonish the Slavery and the
Segregated school systems that used
to be in America and we supported the
champions of civil rightmovement, BUT
we ignore and gently go past the truth
that Hinduism denied education for
95% of the population in the name of
Casteism. Isn’t segregated school
systemslightly betterthan no-education
atall, asitwas underthe Hindu—Sharia
laws?

. As of a 2011 study, over 90% of Hindu
marriages in India were based on caste.
We deride in public forums that caste
system is heinous to the society, BUT
we make the most important decision
of our lives based on caste.

. We are against discriminative and
xenophobic policies of the right-wing
politics as Indians in USA and support
the thoughts of liberalism and
progressive ideas, BUT we enable the
RSS brand of politics being
discriminative to Minorities and
Xenophobicto people of otherreligion.

What are we missing as a society? Where
is our moral compass? We are teaching our
children the “purity” of being a Hindu, gently
ignoring the many perils and evils that
happened in the name of the religion and still
happeninginthe name of casteism, prevalently.

Take one honest moment to think — Aren’t we
lying through our teeth, to our children, by only
giving them the one-sided story? Aren’t we
being deceitful and dishonest to our own
children, by preaching one thing and practicing
the opposite? Whatdo we call ourselves, other
than “hypocrites”, to our own children and
family? How low we can getas humans? Why
is it so easy to be TWO-FACED and
HYPOCRITCAL under the current values
taught by our system and society?

Why do Indians have oneideology forthe
country they live and a completely opposite
ideology for the country they were born? Are
we Split Personalities to have conflicting spells
of thoughts for different geographies? Isn’t it
important to stand for “What is RIGHT” over
“Whatis CONVENIENT"?

Itis that moment and time now, for every
Indian tointrospect. Ask yourselfhonestly one
question, “Am | a hypocrite?”.

The moment of truth may even hurtalittle:
“Possibly”. By accepting the truth, you just
planted a seed for Common Sense and

Rationality!
o
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um@ Sl wpsealew Csmerw Seflwmm
OIBTEVSGHTL_F&HGHLD 2 6T (h). (F)SHL_(HewTuilei (LpFH6v
LISHUNGV Fnplis GUIBLDLITCUTGHT  FndhdhjHelT 6TGGVTLD
bL_[hh LID@GLD Fnl_, FHmILD GleurHLAleveVTLoeY BLITeue),
QUTEIS, LjSHTeT(h 6T 6TGUGVTLI LIGSTL) 6D
BTl geflleyb YHsTmewuwl CevGuw & e g
GarewevssTL Fuller G@CGupHremers Gsmern
eSS, @alOalm@h afl_ 19 mHE&eT@hLd LITTLILIGTS
F(BSHIFHGT 6T(HSIF QIFGiT M| b OIBTeOHVSHBTL ).

@pPuw aBBHwEEG 1peiTerGT HeTen/en L i
QTRWenev LIVLILIRSGSHS GlFmerears O&mL_mGg|
FMGHF) FHSTLOL_LD. STHRIF TN 6Ter/Ld CHFI @uisSHLD
auerr@m CumGs, 9eueiisEsHF6V 6T 6w TFTLOS
S(BLoGHend 2 WITSHHILT LG F@GLd GLITHGLD U T H]
QbS] Hhewg Clflwimi sTRF T @QUISSHSHO(HBSI
QleuafIGINLISDHEGHLD 5B HTTERTLOTEH IYOLOBBD].
STHRG TN ST HGT LIGUHLD 2 W T FTH
LOGOT LI LI TGT e U LG0T Q) (hhSSTV, &ITG6hH&
FBIFTLOL_GSHIL_65T (ot SHLOTHEe OV FUIGLIL L TITSH6T.
1928 - Qo0 FABBWITT Qb LoL_SHMS ubgH GLimet
LInGs SHeTEIeHL LI QU(BERTTHRTLD SITLOSSGT LESHTET
BLoLGengenit T&FievTs GleuafluSHF . @)eienTn)
QUAITITIHS HTEHF FRIST LOL_SH6T 9T FILIcL GlFeLeUTHS,
aucilenin, QBFI TFNIO FL L LD QUEHT HeoTL_F).
@B&Sw oyr&uiev F11_1b eT(LpHLIIBID CLiTGs, 26-aug]
AUy LgFFSHEHTD eTeyy LoL-BLD GBHESMS
661GleuT (5 Log L le 9j6L6VSy 6ThS (b euensLiLflenald
CerbssTuien/Lb jeunnid@ 2 flenio - FHHHTLD 2 6oor(h)
eTedTm LOMDOUIGITHET SHTGHEF FBI%T MTFFTHSHeT.
ADLS YT OS@SGL DG AT S5 &
FAGUINGT(HLD Y TFFFTTFHMLD GTTH HLOLPS TS
FL L 1b Q&HTesst(H) eUF LoGHNUI TFL_LD BIGSHTTLD
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Gamrflw Guingy, LEHH T
Qs 260005 % uwF
FL 19 SHTL 19 Gt BIGBHTTLD BT
WYISSH. QUG T&Fuiev
FHWITS SHBiFenar )b/ Lodsafler
SV T TS & M 6h &9
FRIGTTFFTHAHOT LNTHL_GOTLI
U®BSHG Gasmewm LIpe,
LIMITLILIGT ITHT 6T & @S
(ST b (5! LOTMILIT(HFHEHGIT
wWpHH  RG T F W
YSTWSHDFSTHF FBIFHT
LoL_GFHGT LIGTGOTT )T GooTL_GoT T
@)D Haever(h) BHSDTITSHET.

QBB TFV 2 FFEHLL_
24D FTTLD O\ FQISD), (QBBILITANGT
@ pioLyis GlLiewT Loewst] 6T 6T
Guimppriin’ 1 yeTewpiL @bGN
UrSior QBSIT FTHS FHTEHF)
FRIGTLOL D& oubs Guimg
R0 alFaraler (Lpsd S 6v
affSSHTeL SL_(h) 6TeTm SH(HBIL
HTEHHF FRISTLOL &G e,
QransGn pRG B
QpBsTL HLUH Gumuial(kib
GTGOT) SHMISHGTH BLOLISGenHUNGT
LILG, 6(/h LMLDTS FIBISKTTEFFTHewILI
uib pIYDLTS @S T
STHFdwWu b oL &mg
waudhgmirEear. G8s Gumev
@eurrser 9o(HLd Q)L_mIS6fey,
Q@eorrsemar @il 2 w[FLwTeT
Q)L_mISETIGO UIT(BLD LTSIl TS|
GTerm/b HL L TUWIDTSSHSF
QFTeveuTT&Her. ensdd OFUig)
Fewps@ YwpsSHF GlFOQILD
Cumgy i, SHerTey L er
QUITHGT &HH 6V  LITITLILIGS T &GIT
" BHCG eugGeuessr(Lb eT6T M)
FmPwsTsF  OF UG S aer
Qeuafllwm®er. b3 Lo6T DS 6V
Ferepient_w @)uipGliwi g meT
G\ LoewsT6TET )] D jemLpSBBLITS)
BT T G TS DG L G,
QuipGLwifey enFGuImLiLibl_
ol _GL_er , ewsGrensd ol (HGLp

Q@B Gauett eTeTmy LIDLIL QUL 1
Cemewr e 9 H&TT S eOHF
QFaysBearmm GaGupHom.
QeGuBFT6iT ewaBTes GLIMTS|, FHev
wAwmenGu L 6T [BL GHLILIL
Gouelor (b TG LIGH 6V 9 GOT GO W
LITHLOT  9eVIGUGVHLD  FH6sT1G:HeGHT LD
CFsPuIg. aTenlp @emeuiev
FHTEGUHHL_GT HLOGELD GULPSHHHEBIL|
LW FRISTIIFFTMHSGG
FenpFFramewsGs ol puienev
eyl e HCHHISEHLD il
L BCsPer. 9sGael, SHiblip
Gumriplulenesr Ha Gomih ererm
FH(hSILD HTEHF FHISGTIDL (LpLD
FRIGSTTFFTMES @5 & L0 Lp S
BTIITPSBDG 6T(PhGI BlvevTBs)
i1 Slevemev.

2uwre) &Tipey llGEuwmsFibd
p & i W em e G & m e L
WL THLUGHFWHET GTGUGVTLD 0HF
QFuwig Hepuler el GG
afl_GeuesstRb, GlLITH @06uT BISe6T
RarrFF QFuig oL THLFFen6r
BaunpSrsDne ojeiidel
Gaveor(hd eT6iTml 1928 Q)6v Hhews
Quiflwirr CUPWNBSHTIT. GO IITS
FrIGgTFFrTAleneT 6THTohH 1932
@ev G WTF 6T(LPSHULOBSHDTIT.
Lyewrev, GBILO), LIGh&F SF&FLD, DLy FITIT,
Levme 2 eurent Tenlo GLimedrp
LIPS S BISGT LIMTTLILIGT (Lp& LD
o ®CLo. LmrliuelugFer o uiir
6T GOT LI &| O oy @& & e ar
“TDDSSTLPe ST BUILOTGT S| 6T6H D
GT GUST GOOT & B) 6w 60T 6T ) M & ©) T 6iT GIT
ORUSHCV SITGIT. IBGI TGV HTGIT ()b
LDBLD 6TSHBHICOCHT S HEUsTL_TGHLOGHIIS,
FHOL_LIG SHTGVILD HHeWETLI LIGVIT
@IS 11D D)5 0) ST 6T 19 (FSHE DT T SH6IT
& GlLifleun” eTedTm) <yMmLoey
Fevr aTHmI5 O TEOOT LY (IKHFDITIT 6T
Quilwmr QuUuWFTe [HL &GLD
LI6L & 606V & & Lp & 61 & 6l 6V Fa L
THUTSHEOT [hL_5H%H)6T MGIT.

Q@bgI Hd eTerI@% LITTLILIGT LOGLD. LIGY
SLOLPT 6T BLOLISOFTevTIg (FLILIGI GLITE, H65TemanT
“‘@FSGM” TaTm 2™ Lp S Sl & Gl T 6T (@ LD
FBISTTFFTTNFGT NS Q)bSI5HH @RI EHLOTGHT
BHEWGVGUTHGT FGWL_LITH|. DI6UTHGT 6UTeuwT TFTLod,
STLOGHWS BHleweVBmISSH), LITTLILIeT 9f7Fuiev
OFvaITHems B HMNSSI, QUbSISSHIO 2TFUIGHEV
QeualLILBSSHID 65 LITFFSH GHLDLIGV. IHE0TT6V
ST Hhewg Ouflwmm “ @bH OBLD GTGITLIS]
LITTLILIGSTE FEHGHEHGHMLI, LITTLILIGT T6V6VTSHT 6T
(LPL_L_TET ST HH MG LD, LOTGTLOMMS H6dTeHLOGGHLD
gpu  YeaeultGUTg 2 el TGEGLW -
2 GOTL_T&HH S0 HTET@HLD B _L_BISGBLD F(HSIFHGBLD
Y&L” ereiry OFMISHTIT.

Garaflsvsaricy BLod @ BFLOLISENS Q)eveuTalilg eyiLb
Q)bs15s6TeT CHTalVSTIC LOGFFTTLIDD HTFHHSE
ereirer Geauemev ererpy SHCLTH HLOLPHS
CaralleVaenard SHmIHeT noHdh@GHeT 6% Teut(heuT
BL&GHLD (LPUDRFeTS HHGOLDWITSH 6THTHH
Gauewr (b Caralevs@pds@s GlaTL_rGL (F)evevTs
SM6HF FrISHTLoL_SSlestT CHmallecvsenard Gl men(h)
GTGUGUITM) TPV DYBHTTLD GUIDMGHTIT 6TGH LIGH,
BToPGauTid. @QbSI LOSSHEGT (LPFLOTSH QUBSHD
&Mehd FrisgrFFTiuieT pssTHemT SLHSHS5
i sHeflest LUTRFHH 9L &5 Beueut(HLb.
LITTLILUGTT (Q6VeVTSH I edFFTaIenil 50
QYT (HH@hSHG (LpeTeTGr HLOLPFSHH6L Blmiailus
SLOLPTSHeTTeV Lo (HGLD I (LPLY-UJLD.
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L_IGrans snevmisansy UFeUTHMIL LITL_$5H60 6T IGLITSILD
BTHLUGE L0 LIGLIGT FeWeTd & T 60T LY 1L F) 6V W6V 6T 63T 1)
perGMILICLITGL . QFmL_mIEHHGnet...

QugeTHILL LML 1D eTeTDTG Q(FallS Q6ITELD ()(BbSHSI
GTGOTLIG| 2 GUTEOLOSTET. 9 TeULIGTENLOUIT, FF HleWET el THME
Gaeneu eraTLISTOLT, GLpDHlest] GuflwFmid erestm oS wifler
SHEUWTLY LILITGT eUEGHLILIFHTT 6THOleuesTn) Fms BHleneiaflevensy.
Careys@ (etretflgey Lim erliGumgib Hews GLimev Gspm
Ql#mevails QsTHILIITT, 6T(LpS) GHTFF) Lo (HIb yeml_bgiai(hiBeeiT,
DIGIGTRYFTGT. LIGSSTLD eU@GHLILLT OumsiSGsHiey oL (HLD
allPallevd@. Gaerallssrer (Lpewp LTPYLISTEYILD, HSHEHDLI

\\g\/u@ungﬂ Qovefllaup s HTHSH BL_TeYLD, &M FfldhELb
9D HT15Geu CopPlail_GL_cir. LISGerTpmd  uEGHLILNO(BHS
QUTTYI Q)eVenev 6TeTLIGS 6TaTsE GILIMGLD 2e1SSLOTUN(HHESS.

LA i

SFIT6V BTHDTEOT(R HTeVF FLpHEU NGV, CHTLHTHe 6T YW (LpFHSHHTL
1119 & GrlL L QFTHLI LGHBRIGHEHGT [Hlenest dhhTev LI ILITHB6u
Q) BESHMSI. 2SI LD Q)TEOT(H) HHTTHFATLI LISFSHIG0 c0aUSSHI5
Oarewr(y) (Qoer(®) oTSmISTTS Gloumid QBHIMI LISHEIFET
Qamevsr_ MSS Limetr Ly wieslest (JNU Guigm@fwit) mrevsblarsveurTLd
6TGT QUTGUTMN “YTUSH DS GCIHTEHFLD PHLDSTET.

/ HlenestayLhsS el KL LTTEsme LieTaflulley Lilg SFHHEGLD

Qevafluley FHWSHGHLD 26Tar Goaumim@® LOeHVS LD
o(heSHGLOTeTS. (QBI0QIGTLD oSS 9T 5
CapiraumenenTiisFet LT g FHi_ L G5Bt
FlewL_wimg| 616 Flv LOTSEBIGHSHS; (LPGT QbSHILI
YL Liewtl &g LPalluyuire) Glumn Gsmpr
CougewarTiLL_6iT e(H(LpenD LISTHS GIHTEsTL_TIT.
IsaTT Q& UaTaflsafler  FHauGmm,
Y RMwmsefler @HewpuTGL_m j6vev, HLOG)
UTL_SFI1L_S5Fer St 10 1 1enip eTerTLICS

2 GUTGOLD.

Ffl ueraflullev LIy $55 61817 LI HSHTSHH
GT&I? TG M (LPFH6V LidahSHed(Bh3H GlbmL_miG
Q@B LIHBHILI LIMTTenauuiBHGeuib...
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&Hell(ghl] Fe0LOT

SOTL_TeWLD @(F GDDLD, @ LmeudF GIFIIG, &b
weflFsseTenowinpn GCFIUIG) 6TeTM(HSHESHLD 60T T6L
9ser Campmpieumds GnsGsm, Bewi_(penmuilev
@)ermereyb eTLILIG. @)BSHMSHI TGTGDT, WITT 6TeUT
LB BIFHLDSSIFMTITSHET 6TGTGDIT VUS| 260D LGS
Y &sLILrainTer OFuHL L 1b GHDSBSHT 667D
ONGETZIET

QLI(BLbLITEILD LIML_ BTeSFefley QBB FHHS T
GuITTmL_L_(LpLd, (LPSHEUITILI LOGTGUTTHeN 6T 941 FenuiLs
LIDOILISTS @) (BESEGLD. G TGV T DSHTLY 700 Y 6uT(HFHET
@BBS (WpsewT YL FS FTwSH GspmerPrms
GumgmiL_1b @BBETDI YeTHFHT oL (HLd (@)(BhS
Y RIHCeutT HTeVSEF6L CHTGTMHII FHTTGUTLD 6TLHTLOGY
umrsas Gl merer iLi(pLb.

FpsF b FH6Les epeuid 2 eTGer BT 19 cyjer
aupbg Lsirest GILomdg bL_eoL_wib 6T(hd|d ©smeut(h)
OQleusiTenariict QFUI% )19 eOLOSHFHEST (LPLD G)LIT(HGTTSHTT
FTGTL_GILD @Q)BSHGLD. 24T M6V Y UNTLOT6HT (DS TS,
QFrbs BT (B wohseflen, G 2 66T TNHMSHTLLGYHGT
GOSSID , FTDFBUWITGT 919 GVLOSHET (LPLD, BT
QTR ® 6T(Lphs FeLpsk alHFHenev GLITTTL L BIH@HLD
QYLPSSHLIIL 19 (BSSLD.

grwm g 4SS BLoLisens GETeT(R) 9melLpli
Gumgm_1_ib pL_SHw HrhHb, GaHraHGeveyLd, Gb(meyLd
@pLiumiser. 2G% Flowib FHL_aeT BLOLISOSWIDYI
QLgiFmh Fpsemer Gsmer® yujH iGLImTm 1 b
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LGB Lidhd FIRIGLD, FdHBHeLD
LD ST HLILIL LG (IHLILITIT eI
el t_GLoews Lompr(h) GMSHILD
2 ewrewrmellgs Gumymi_ i ib
uppluyid S L_muid @)HSHGLD.
DY GVTITGV S| 24/EIFH CEUILI(HSELD
STHEHHGWD aTHiil L GLomgHev
DIV, Y HF6V W IT (%G LD
WIT(HHSLD F&HH6V 6T [BL_bhbdh/
GTLILILG (LPLg GUGDL_[bS| 6T 6T M
(wp & & w Qs mL 7y
SBIGOT LY SSHLILIL LG (hSHGLD
STHSH W T T TeV T 1Bl (&
FL_ BH&OH T LI LT,
GTGTLIG (3)(HSHEGSLD. G0 TGV
Carl Gs eThps QUISSSnHSF
FTTHSUT 9| 6THHENGT (LPGND)
Fewl_ QFUNLILILIL |, 6THSHen6T
(Lp 6®» M Q& T e»aevd &
PWDFRSHTTHET & IT S 6ot
ThS H(HSHSHHTH 6T HGT
GTHTHSEMITHGT 6T G LI
QNBHILIL L9 (I GHLDEU GO LIL_FHH6V
STAULOT () (5SS LD. .. 60T TGV
@ty ewT .57 YD
FITFOF G LIGSBNITHSHSBTCT
Qasmentiy (h5F MG D H
TarT@Hm, 1947-60 LIV
BupsemersGarmGL Q) BSuwm
SDSTOHLOTS & (HEIF eHET S5
Qs rewr_Gaxr, Grwm Oamhdhs
UTEHSGDHCWT, & ThHS
PwLiL) obFmiFHeT OHTewTL G|
GTGTLIG| LOGDDSSHLILIL_LG (SHEHLD

Gougmreutiigs&ev ()7 enmed)
STWIFPW 2 1] FSHUITHTSHLD
upP QPBESWL. Yol
umpgeorss L Hw
S0 &0\ TeTendGuIm 9 FH6oT
21 CGrrssHsens FHwmsm
YT TUIHG] WSS HVSSHVaS,
S LD 6T YLbLIVLILI(RSS)

wssafl_tb Qamesr(®) OFein Hhend
QT LoewmEHSLILIL L (BLILITT

OlogaTGev FHevallds S L b, 95
LoGTLILITL  F6Vail(LpeOMeDIL! 267565
GBLOTOVSHTSHEHENGT 2 (heUTHHUISH| LI
Q)BSHGLD. YTV Fevail LomIFsLILIL(b),
2 1_gyenLpliL] Lot (HGLo GIFUIS LoSHenar
Olupoaralley QFGT DL _hdh 2 H60T
LT L_GSHT 6TeLemeUILIDD eIFTr SHTEHT TLOGY
Guimuil(p&H@Lb.

@B CH& HTmISTFeT CHTHMLD,
MFLWGT &HFeT, 9bSS & Lpailed
9 BmFGevwirrser Lo (HGLD @) FbSSHTeL
THTSHLILIL LG LUPP @) (hSGLD.
QYETTGV G FTHUNGOT 919 LILIenL_
G55 2416 GMFU I (LML L_enHBUT
9 BHGT TV HewT&0GBHILIL Tnl_TH
GTGTLISMHTS GTHTHBLILIL L& 6T
(psHHI QFIBewwiF GlFTeVeVTS).

allGeussrerrihailssr “Brothers and Sisters
of America” PFHTCHT GLIFSH LIDM) LIGSHLD
LGHLoTS GLIFILD. eTTeL Qb LS
Oy Lenl_enw Guw 2 ey dh @
2bBLSsT G @)mbgi LesTesi “An-
nihilation of Caste” eT6dTp LjSHSHLD
Olouafalbsgl LMD LOGYGTLOTS ()(HEHLD

QP Nwgrs Q) bHs LI 6T 6ot T
@ er T LUD wTS 2wk
TISTEBepewre LpPl Q)% G LD
QYSTT 6Ta LDSGFH@hSHHTH Heval
Qs1hss Caor@umi LG, CHeusbTH
GUHDO QPBHGH WS (PDHD
L_T&hL_[JITGST (LphH|GUL_FrLh] DJLDGHLDUITIT
QILI(BeWLOFEHOT FGVTHGHHT S

QLI(BLDLITGTEOLOUITGYT LDSSHET (3)bE)
Guigeurirser, afbHIL LoenevdEh GLoGev
GTGUGUIT(RHESLD BTl GIOTLY Y HISTe0T
eTetTm T LNDLISSHd HTL_(HLD.
gyermev % Glaumid LoSHN 9 TFeT
yayjauev GorLf] eTaaTGmi, 15-20% LodseiT

G GusFb  Gwmrh ererCGmm, wmm 22
YBIHFHMSHLILL_ L QUOTLHFHET 2 6TaTET 6T6T D
9Y(1pSSCLOT @) BSH TS

GLuiwev(civics) LGH UV 9 FFenLoLiL,
O|TFMBISSHIGT HL_eHLOFGT LOHMILD GLg-Lod:S6r 65T
2 MenLo&6ll GMISSHI ()(BHESLD. YT T enS
Qg eUewLdSGHd Cuimg gLl L FéHevdme6r
61676, O)FIIMESH(LP@IGT HEHeVGUT WITIT  6TEOTLIG)
“OLiims@” s @ 1bGILIDTS).

BD&...(L_ FIDLOT GHLILD LIGGHIL (B Fnl_
LILg BI%..)

2/QIAGSHTeS&H HBHTH eu(BLIGUTHIL_LD
‘e @i L& Oeiuyr?” eretm) GHL_LIMT&H6T.
QBTG 6TETMITGV LAFGYLD FGUGVS] 6T6OT LITITHG6T.
gQererprev YLIGLITSHISTeT (LphelGevGiLs
Friwmest (Lpewmuiled HhHdkh (LPLYUJLD 6TGHT LIGMHHT.
(3)ems0ILIGVGTLD LITTSHT6V LIGTefilel 6(LOBISTS
QUIGUTY] LILGGHTHH Inl_ [heLeVHIHBH 6T D
WP19-05& uTSEHTTDIHDSI.

QnISWITS, QSIBTAT QUewT L% (LLSSHWILDTS
BLD LiGTefILILITL S0 @)BhS 6Tl Lig S5
eriGLITID Blenaralley enauSB(HHGSLD GETH,
FajD CHenaUIITET QETHI, 46T TeL ()6l
Q)(BSFHLIGLITOUIBGVHEV. .. F)....

Geupmieniouiley emmienLo ! PY

QUFLUN G ApH 2018

Bwseny Camll mHulsmy
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ndia which has beenlong associated
with its pluralism and secularism is
slowly starting to disintegrate toform
a different type of nation. A nation
where Hindu ideologies and Hindutva
rule the day. Through this singular effort the
present government aims to create a one
country, one language, one religion, one god.
This is where the serious threat for freedom
of expression and speech comes into play.
Though this is secured under Articles 19
through 22 in the Constitution, this freedom
has been under attack for a long time now.

As afundamental human right, freedom
of speech is up there with equality/ right of
freedom to religion/ right against exploitation
and et al., all forming a crux to build a better
society. All of these rights and many more that
we have or speak of were achieved by the
collective freedom of expression. We have
come along way fromthe pastwhere everyone
was not allowed to vote or to study, where
slavery was rampant, where property rights
did not exist.
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Accidental or incidental?

One may wonder if free speech is really
under threat in India. Look no further. Below
are only few of the most recent and shocking
instances where citizens have been ordered
to remain silent or be silenced. Life is the
ultimate price many have paid for their words.

Protesting against superstitions and
black magic cost Narendra Dabholkar his life
in 2013. Hindutva critic M.M. Kalburgi was shot
dead in 2015 followed by Communist leader
Govind Pansare. 2017 saw the death of
prominent Indian writer Gauri Lankesh for
raising a voice against casteism and Hindutva.

4 2 The common sense -FEB.2018

Along with these murders, eminentwriter
Perumal Murugan was issued serious threats
in 2014 by Hindu extremists for the novel
Mathorubagan which he authored in 2010.
Demanding unconditional apology from the
writer, they pushed Perumal Murugan to give
up writing and declare his death as a writer.

2017 marked another example of this
when Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi leader
Thol.Thirumavalavan was said to have made
statements that angered Hindu extremists
again. Aright wing activist even offered a
reward of Rs. 1 Crore for Thiruma’s head. Prior
to Thiruma’s incident, Valarmathi, a student
was remanded for distributing pamphlets
against Central Government projects in

Unless we
join together
to protect all
voices, we
will end up
losing our
own.

"

Nuvasal and Kathiramangalam. Later she
was detained against Goondas Act.

More recently Lyricist Vairamuthu was
under BJP’s radar for his remarks on Andal
and actress Deepika Padukone and
filmmaker Sanjay Leela Bhansali were
issued death threats regarding the release
of their movie Padmavat. In similar fashion
Tamil movie Mersal ran into legal issues
relating to removal of scenes about GST. A
plea was filed in Madras High Court to
revoke the censor certificate of Mersal.
CartoonistBalawas charged with publishing
defamatory and obscene material —all due
toaimage he created to highlight the plight
of debtors against high interest charging
loansharks.

Does freedom of speech really exist?

In some ways, yes. It lies within the
right wing extremists and conservative
groups who now use this freedom to
politically correct and control all those who
are notin tandem with their own idealogies
and dogmas. By and large this control is
supported by the existing government and
also endorsed periodically — either by their
blatant silence and non-objection to
atrocities or by flexing their power to
reiterate who is on top.

Why Freedom of speech?

Expression or the right to express
gives a person courage to voice their
thoughts and opinions without fear and
hesitation. This freedom is instrumental in
enabling self-development and gives birth
to a person’s participation in mainstream
politics. While we have made it obvious that
this freedom is crucial to maintain both
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The rise of
conservative
religious
ideologies coupled
with a failure to
protect religious
minorities,
marginalized
communities make
India a perfect hell
for free speech and
expression.

"
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independence and dignity, it also encourages
rationalism.

Take alook at the family setup of today’s
India. How many children are being taught that
free expression is an important life skill? How
many parents encourage their children to
speak up and question openly? We can all
vouch for restriction of some sort. It may be
covered with phrases ranging from “don’t
question your elders” to “you are so arrogant
that you have to question everything”. Unless
this chain is broken at a family level there will
be huge undercurrents of tension, fear, anger
and resentment.

Moving to a broader perspective puts
society in the spotlight. Freedom of speech

and expressionis essential to spread
the rightinformation and forms a part
of the healthy development process
of any nation. If there is anything
history has taught us then it could be
one wrought with misinformation,
cover ups and blatant lies in some
cases. Although not all history is
marred by this lack of speech or
freedom, numerous incidents or
people have been changed and
altered over the years to support or
move forward either a political or
economical cause across the world.
Iffree speech is scuttled there will no
growth to sustain and no history to
write. The one who does not know
history, will not create history.

The importance of free speech
in any setup (democracy
notwithstanding) cannotbe stressed
enough. Any idea, information or
criticism should reach all corners.
The moment this is withheld or
stopped at certain junctures, a nation
ceases to be ademocracy. When no
political action is possible, when no
resistance to injustice or oppression
isencouraged, when the single most
important political right of the citizens
is marred, the country automatically
joins the ranks of other autocracies.

Neither the government nor
elections will hold any meaning.

Under Modi Government?

Many observers and political
critics have described the decline in
quality of freedom of expression in
India since Modi took office in 2014.

In 2017, the World Press Freedom Index showed that
India slipped 3 positions from the previous year and
ranked 136 out of 179 countries. In India alone, more
than 375 incidents including 11 deaths, 72 attacks and
77 internet shutdowns have occurred. Of these 77
internet shutdowns, Kashmir alone totals for 40.

To give one a full rundown of where and how India
stands under the Modi Govt we can provide figures to
attestthe oppression of free speech. On the Economist
Intelligence Unit Democracy Index2017, Indiadropped
10 places and went from being 32nd to 42nd rank. A
country that prides itself on being called one of the
world’s greatest democracy did not score well even in
the media index where it is ranked at the 49th place.
Today India is considered to be one of the most
dangerous places to be a journalist. The rise of
conservative religious ideologies coupled with a failure
to protectreligious minorities, marginalized communities
make India a perfect hell for free speech and expression.

How India discriminates:

Much like the dichotomy that exists in most things,
India has created a 2-way method to kill free speech.
The government for its part unleashes this with laws
and power by arresting hapless critics, slams defamation
cases, bans events and restricts rallies or conferences.
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Anythingitdoes notagree with will be held back
and much worse destroyed. A much cruder, if
not worse way to handle journalists or critics
is by engaging extremists or Goondas who
attack and kill in many cases for expressing
their views.

Underthe Modi Govt, India has continually
faced a lack of access to freedom of speech
and expression. While Modi’s style of politics
focuses on conservatism, the right wing forces
in a secular country does nothing to enhance
the unity in diversity conceptthat India has long
taken pride in. Violence increases unchecked
amongthe pressfield and minority communities
just so they can be kept in check.

Free speech as we have witnessed time
and again enables citizens to follow,
understand, question and critique their elected
representative. Quelling this has now resulted
in BJP taking the lead in 14 states since 2014.
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While political pundits may very well call this
a clear win for Modi and his ideologies, it also
goes to show how much of a country is forced
to think within a given box.

Where to now?

Even with freedom of speech and
expression part of our right and constitution,
India struggles to provide this to each and
every citizen of hers. There is no one-two step
program to enable free speech. As a country,
as a culture and as one-third of the world’s
population, Indiaandits citizens mustbe open
and broad mindedtoacceptcriticism. Tolerance
does not mean having 29 states in India. It
means accepting and allowing all 29 to thrive
independently and as one.

Change is the only way forward. Every
citizen must be aware of their rights and must
voice their opinions. Start within your own
family. Allow children to question and do not

wmmngarlmment=me[||afm....... -
books £ opinions :

r||.'|r:i|]1E

“allowed £
page

g =

s = luman~;

% =% Freagnmarauyg;
guvﬂrnments’“: impart Piseert "2

Milton's printers £ - al'l‘l?&ainsﬂ'fm;Ehurgh

century censored VIEwS |ibrorym
Political

Tolerance does
not mean having
29 states in
India. It means
accepting and
allowing all 29
to thrive
independently
and as one.
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thwart theirideas orthoughts. These are what
move humanity forward. The moment the
why’s and how’s disappear the desire to learn
and grow die as well. In the end all we will be
left with are sheeple.

Everyone has the right to freedom of
opinion and expression; this right includes
freedom to hold opinions without interference
and to seek, receive and impart information
and ideas through any media and regardless
of frontiers - Universal Declaration of Human
Rights

Never forget that freedom of speech is
the single mostimportant political right of every
citizen. Itis notand never should be considered
a privilege. Itis our fundamental right.

Unless we join together to protect all
voices, we will end up losing our own.

-Vader
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